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to the 


The Coduerſion IS 


Pzophet Jeremie in this wiſe: 
Take abwoke not f walten in beloze, 
and wꝛite therein that whiche J haue 
ſayde vnto thee; agavnſt Juda, and a- 
gainſt Iſrael, from the ſirſt dayJ began 
to talke with ther, euen vntill this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent day, and publiſhe it in the — 
of al the people, thereby t . Ke whe⸗ 
ther this Nation vnderſtanding the 
1 miſeries I minde to bꝛing 
vpõ the, wil reuolt frõ their iniquities, 
that in ſo doing J may haue compaſ⸗ 
ſion vpon them, pardon their offences, 
and ceaſe to 9 the whippe of my 
wꝛath which J haue already pꝛepared. 
The Scriptureaddeth further, that Ba- 
ruch Scribe to this Pꝛophet, pꝛonoun⸗ 
cing that whiche he had witten, in the 
open audience # aſſembly of the people 
and Pꝛintes, ſuch hozrour and feare fel 
amongſt them, that as men amazed, ech 
behelde others, conũdering the heapes 
of woes and wzetchednes whiche then 
was vttered befoze them. 

-This is the way (gentle Reader) that 
god then Paciſev;and hath done pon 


vw OD XS 


oha ſinner. 
times ſinte, to daunt mens hartes, and 
violently to wꝛeſt them from their wic- 
kedneſle, as the molt cffectuall and fo2- 
tible meanes that may be founde ko 
that purpoſe. Foz ſache and ſo great 
are the things whiche the Scripturcs 
and our fapth dayly telleth vs in the fi, 
uour of vertue, and hatred of vice, that 
if men would reade them aftentinely, 
and ponder them aduiſedly, there is no 
doubt but their hartes would relent, 
and their fleſhe fremble-thereat, conſi- 
dering the dꝛeadfull daungers wherin 
they dwell, Wherefo2ze the cheefeſt 


thing that the Pꝛophet deſired aboue Deut,32, 


all others foz the redꝛeſle of this vntu⸗ 
rable maladie, was this, when we ſayd: 
J woulde God this ſenſeleſſe gene⸗ 
ration whiche are vtterly deuoyde of 
tounſel, did knowe and thꝛoughly foꝛe⸗ 
ſe what wil happen vpon them, which 
if they did (as in duty they are bound to 
do) they coulde not poſſibly p2occede 92 
cotinue tdger in their focroked courſe 
of life; But they are al ſonke in the vile 


ſinke of ſenſuall delightes; ſome hunte 
"tt after 


Dlea.7, 


after honours, ſome fo2 high pzomoti- 
ons and dignities,others beating their 
bꝛapnes day and night howe to cloth 
curiouſly their carraine coꝛps, and to 
accampliſh their carnal concupiſcente: 


moued pꝛincipallp, haue thought it ve- 


The Conuerſion 


haue no time, eyes, noꝛ harte, to loke 


to their own eſtate, and with the eyes 
of their minde fo meditate vpon theſe 


things,whereof the Pꝛophet ſpeaketh 
very poperly,ſaying: Behold, Ephꝛa⸗ 


im is like vato a Done deceiued, that 


bath no harte. Foz the wicked haue 


harte, wit, and will ynough, to loue, to 
touet, and to count againe and againe 
vpon the pelfe of this woꝛlde, but they 
haue neither witte noz wyll once to 


thinke vpon the gloꝛy of the woꝛlde to 


tome, whiche is fo infinite and ſo ine⸗ 
ſtimable, that if the leaſt part therofbe 
exactly tried 4 examined in the minde, 
it would ſuffice to euacuate the filthy 
ſmoke which hath ſhut vp the eyes of 
their vnderſtãding, and fo make them 
fo acknowledge g confeſſe their owne 
errour. Fo2 this cauſe therfoze beeing 


re 


i 


of a finner. 


ry requiũte to ſet down cerfayne how 
4 — tending to this purpoſe, to 
the die we of all that liſte to reade 02/ 
wꝛite them. Following herein the 
example of the Pꝛophet Jeremie, to 
ſhewe not onely the greeuous calami⸗ 
ties that God hath-pzepared foz the 
vniuſt, but alſo the bliſſe that he 
hath pꝛouided fo2 his ſeruants the god- 
Ip, that the euill diſpoſcd returning fro 
their wicked race,may be receined in- 
to the fauour and mercy of God,relea- 
ſed of their treſpaſſes, and delinered 
from all thoſe purciſhmentes whiche 
God manazeth vppon them in holy 
Scriptures, 


TThe Argument. | 
A Chriſtian ought to conſider his pro- 


feſzion, that he is ſubiect to death, and 
muſt render a ſtraight accompt in the 
other life of al his doings here. VVhere 
he shall diſcerne ſenſibly the cryes and 
greefes intollejable pthurmich death and 
linne rewardeth the vng oy as here, 


ea avg to. — e neither 
A. iij. the 


The Conuerſion 
the beauty and fine feture of the body, 
neither the flattery-of falſe fortune;nor 
yet the pompe of ſtately dignitie „ Shall 
ought preuay le to withſtande the wrath 
of the iuſt ludge agaynſt the vvretched 
{inner , | | 


(The.tj.Chapter, 4.24 x 

Ny Akingmy firſt entry in that 
which is moſt obiexted to our 

; Aſences: Remember that thou 
art a Ch:ltian, and a man. 
Concerning thou art a man, hold it fo: 
aground inkallible, that thou ſhalt dye, 
after which death, becauſe thou arte a 
Chaiſtian, be ſure thou ſhalt gene vp a 
reckoning of thy life foꝛpaſſed. Of thts, 
the fayth whiche we p2ofefſe will not 
permit vs to doubt: that other, dayly 
experience doth .confirme aſſauredly, ſo 
that none can ſhunne oꝛ eſcape the one 
noꝛ the other. Be he Pope, Pꝛince, oꝛ 
Emperaur, there ſhall come a time 
wherein eyther he ſhall ſer bꝛight day 
continually, oꝛ vgly night inceſſantly, 
That time ſhal come without al doubt, 
pet thau knoweſt not when, 8 


of afinner. 
it will be fo day oz fomo20w, In what 
time thou nowe readeſt this w2iting, 
whole and ſounde in all thy ſences and 
members, meaſuring the daves of thy 
life actoꝛding ta thy bufinefſe, and de- 
lightes,ſhalt ſe thy lelfe in a bedd with 
a tandle in thy hande, attending the 
dint of death, and fentence pꝛonounced 
agapnſt humaine kinde, whiche by no 
maner ſuite map be reienſed. There 
thal be pꝛeſented vnta ther the depziua- 
tion of al earthly delightes, the inſup⸗ 
potable payne and paſſion of death, 
the ende and laſte pagent of thy life, the 
bozrour of thy graue, the curſed con⸗ 
dition of thy body, allotted to he deuou⸗ 
red of wozmes. But the wzetched e⸗ 
ſtate of the ſoult will be muche moꝛe 
greuous vnto thee, whiche beemg vet 
in the body, knoweth not after an 
houre o2 two where his habitation 
hall be aſſigned. ' 

Then in a moment thou ſhalt ſe thy 
ſelfe ſet befoze! the tribunall ſcate of 
God almightie, blaming and acculing 
n * thine alvne naughfie life. 
: A.iiu. here 
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There thou ſhalf clearely diſcerne the 
foule eno2mtous crimes whereof than 
art guyltꝑ, and ſhal curſe ten thouſand 
times, the day in whiche thou diddeſt 
tranſgreſſe the conunaundementes of 
God, and the delight which firred thee 
thervnto. Then ſhalt: thou merueyle 
at thy ĩeit, hom fa fa bꝛickle plenſures 
(as are thoſe which thou imbzaſedſt) 
diddeft hazarde thy ſeite to indure per⸗ 
petuall toʒmentes, wherof thou nawe 
beginneſt to haue a taſt and ſmack;foz 
that the 4oyes bering now quite vani⸗ 
ſhed away, 4 the dame due vifo them 
appꝛoching neare, that flender. ſub⸗ 
ſtaunce which was in them liwfing his 
eſſence and being,ſemeth that it was 
nothing at all: But the remo e and 
ſting wherewtih they pꝛeſently pꝛick 
and p2effe thy conſciente, appeareth to 
be of ineſfimable.fo2ce and efficacie. 

Pertepuing therefoze, how fo} ſuch 
tranſitoꝛie trifles thou art at poynt to 
be bereaued of ſo incomparable felici⸗ 
fie,beeing abaſhen thereat, conſidereſf 
Nine: owne mam, foz that * 

u 


. 
— 


of a ſinter, 


uing runne out thy race, there reffeth 
no longer continuance of life,noz ley⸗ 
ſure ofrepentance,neyther thy wozld- 
ly frendes,neither the Fdols to whom 
thon haſt auo wed the whole trauayle 
and terme of thy life, ran aſliſt 02 ſuc⸗ 
tour thee at all, vea thoſe things which 
earſt thou louedſt moſt tenderly, will 
be here vnto thie the cauſe of greateſt 
grtefe. Tel me, I pꝛay the, when thou 
ſhalt ſe thy ſelfe plunged in this per⸗ 
plexitie, whyther wilte thou turne 2 
what wilt thou doe to whom wilt thou 
crye 2 Zo go backe it is umpoſſible, to 
go foꝛwarde intoller able, to remapne 
as thou art thou mapeſt not, what 
then wilt thou do ?: Then ſayth God 
by the mouth of the Pzophef, the Sun 
thal not be ſcene of the vngodly in the 
midday, and J will bzing dark nes vp- 
pon them in the bzight day, and J will 
conuert their pleaſaunt ſpoztes to byt- 
ter playntes: their dancing and daly- 
ing, to dolour and deadly dꝛead. Oh 
what woꝛdes be theſe, The Dunne Ezech. za, 
wo 90 downe * midday z * 
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the huge heape of ſinne then oterwhet 
ming the wicked, whiche ſeeing by the 
iuſte iudgement of God the courſe of 
their life and time ol repentance to be 
abꝛidged, many of them are ſo appaled 
with feare, that they: fal to flat diſpay:e 
of the mildeneſſe and mercy of God, 
And abyding yet in the middeſt of the 
dap, foz ſo muche 'as is remapnent of 
their moztal life, which is the very time 
to merite oz not to merit, it ſeemeth vn⸗ 
to them that they haue no longer re- 
fpect to do god o2 euyll, but are vtterly 
excluded of both: veryly the paſſton of 
feare is of great fozce and vehemencie, 
whiche maketh thinges that be farre 
from vs ſeme to be pꝛeſent, and of a 
trifle rayſcth a tragedie. If the conſide⸗ 
tion of this, cauſeth them ſometune to 
quake a little, what then ſhall the feare 
of their vndoubted and inſt ieopardie 
cauſe them to da? They beeing vet in 
this life, beginne to ſuffer ſenſibly the 
greefe and rep2oche of the Repzobate, 
and in one very momet are both quicke 
and dead, Foz. bemarling the pie 
plea- 


of a ſintier, : 


pleaſures which they mut fozfake, be- 
ginne to fele the future miſerie which 
ſo muehe they fearo.; They holde them 
moſte bappie which tary heere behinde, 
whereby they are pꝛouoked to enuie, 
which greatly augmenteth their greefe. 
To thoſe the Sunne goeth done at 
none dayes, foꝛ ſo muche as which way 
ſoeuer they cafe their epes, they ſa 
them ſelues debarred on euerer five 
from geceſſe to heauen, and that na 
beame oꝛ ſparke af canfo2t appeareth 
vnto them: lo if they regarde the boun- 
tie of God, they ſer howe ſoꝛe they haue 
offended him: if they beholde his iuſtite, 
they ſer him in a maner rigozoully ta 
ruſhe vpon them, fo2 that hitherto the 
tine and tide hath bene at their becke. 
but nowe Gods turne is at hands: It 
they lwke backe to their life fozepalſed, 
they ſer what accuſations groweth ther 
of: Afto the time pꝛelent, they ſ& ſhe 
ſelues to pecke auer the prarch by perce 
meale: It they loke lo: warde & litt ie 
ding los their accomptes; Alas 1 


The Conuerſion 
ſhall the ſeely wꝛetches do, bing at⸗ 
tepnted with ſo man treſpaſſes; and 
affrited with ſuche fur ious kearos at 
once. Foz this cauſe the Pꝛophet ſaid, 
thabtheb2ight day chal be 1 
darkneſte, thereby to geue vs notire, 
that thoſe things whereof the wicked 
are wont to take their greateſt conſo⸗ 
lation, ſhoulde then be vnto them the 
therfeſb cauſe of their diſcomkoꝛt. It is 
a god thing, J graunt, foꝛ a man to ſie 
his ſonnes, his frtendes, his houſe;his 
woꝛldly wozks; and all that he loneth 
beſides: but then this chearefull light 
ſhal be altogether tonuerted to p2o- 
found darknes, fo3 that al theſe things 
char beape moze heaujneſſe, and ſhall 
become moſt bitter 3 
affettioned louers. Foz as by nature 
e the pe e pee thoſs 
del the pꝛeſent 0 e 
—— — es and like well: 

e thereor bꝛingeth 
extelliue griefe. Thereloze let the 
werte childꝛen depart ont of their fa- 
wer ſight when hetyeth at poynt th 

dea 
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death, and let the: mother aitiabbut; 
her ſelfe,that ſhe may not geue and re⸗ 
cepue by her pꝛeſente ſo-many ſharpe 
— — And his departure 
being into ſo far countreys, his iour⸗ 
ney thꝛough ſo ſtrange and vnknowen 
wayes, the pinching ſmart which he 
abydeth, will not permit him to haue 
confidence in any thing, neyther will 
graunt him to take his leaue of hys 
freendes, If thou ſtandeſt nowe vpon 
the lame termes J ſpake of, thou ſhalt 
wel perteiue J haue not ſwarued from 
the truth: but if thou be not yet tome 
to this gulfe, beleene. them that haue 
made their paſlage beſoꝛe the, as Ec⸗ 
tleſiaſtes ſaith, Theꝝ which paſſe ouer 
the Seas da tell ſtrange perils: if ſuch 
thinges dw occurre oꝛdinarily befoze - 
the departure, what ſhal happen after: 
If the ene and vigil be ſo dꝛeadtul, how 
ſhal the feaſt it ſelfe be, and day of ſal⸗ 
uation? Tell me, J-p2ay thee, what 
wilt thou thinke, when thou being 
an naked; without any other 

compa⸗ 
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companion than thine one giltie con⸗ 
ſcience; thalte make thy appearaunce 
befoze'the ſupernall ſeate of the righ⸗ 
teous Judge, where a rigoꝛous and ſe⸗ 
uere reckning ſhall be erxaced-of ther. 
There ſhal be no talk of hanging, head⸗ 
ding, oꝛ depꝛiuing of this moztall life, 
but only of the death and life eternai. 3c 
in the recoꝛdes of this rufull reckoning 
thou be deeply charged with arrerages, 
debtes, and treſpaſſes, what vꝛkeſome 
agonies ſhall thy poꝛe harte then in⸗ 
dure? Howe muche ſhalt thou be con⸗ 
founded? How ſoze ſhalt thou repent 
ther to haue done amiſſe:? | — 
ſed of tomfoꝛt and co t thou be: 
The arefe of the Pꝛinces of Juda was 
erceding great, when they behelde the 
pearſing ſwoꝛde and ſouldiers of Se- 
2 ſack king of Egypte, to be diſpearſed 
Ath20ugh the ſiretes of Yieruſalem, 
when by their pzeſent plague and pu⸗ 
ent, they recognized and confeſſed 
their fo2mer defectes, But what is all 
this, beeing compared to the confuſi⸗ 
on and woe whiche there thall * 
the 


of a ſinner. 
the wicked on euer five 2 what ſhall 
they do? whither Mall they tlee ? who 
ſhal be their ſhielde and defence? Foz 
there weeping and wainging al hands 
do not moue cõpaſſion: there deteſting 
of fozmer follies is not accompted: of: 


there no petition, no pzomiſe will be 
accepted:There no truce dayes oꝛ time 
ofrepentance can be graunted, fozthat 
hauing finiſhed the laſt pageant of the 
play , they can not enter the ſfage a⸗ 
gapne toplap their part afreſhe : there 
neither eloquence, noꝛ woꝛldlp wealth, 
no2 fauour, may purchaſe pardon, foz 


that Salomon ſapth , In the dayes Pꝛou.1t. 
of tribulation rychelle ſhall be of no Ezech,17, 
foꝛce, and ſhall be-defpiſed veferiye,--- 


onely Juſtice and equitie ſhall de⸗ 
fende thee from death. But who can 
— oꝛ paynt in his colours the ſe⸗ 
ueritit ot his iudgement. 

This exhoꝛtation then ber ing ſo gad 
and ſo fruitfull, J beſeeche ther deare 
bꝛother, ſucke out the ſappe and ſ werte 
thereof foꝛ thy commoditie, ſcanning 
and conſidering attentiue ly this wher- 


vpon 


* 
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vpon thou muſt truſt and depende, as 
the thing whithtoncerneth thy perpe⸗ 
tuall wealth o2 woe, and though here⸗ 
in are many things well-wozthy to be 
noted, pet aboue all others, let theſe 
th:& things neuer be foꝛgotten. Then 
firſt, what greenous payne thou muſte 
then ſuffer, ſoꝛ hauing purchaſed by 
thy deſert Gods indignation, The ſe⸗ 
conde,how feruently thou wilt wiſhe 
that thou haddeſt framed thy life acs 
coꝛding to his holy will and pleaſure. 
The thirde, that loke what penaunce 
thou wouldeſt then be glad to per⸗ 
fo:me , if it might be graunted ther: 
nowe thꝛough mature deliberation to 
aſſay and labour to liue in ſuch ſo2t as 
then thou wilt wihhe to haue liued. 


The Argument. | 
At the day of l t a Chriſtian 

muſt be accomptable perticulerly of ech 
httle thought and fact committed in this 
life: vvhete the ſinner being connicted 
by the iuſt ſentence of God, shal be de- 
truded to perpetual paynes, gaſtiy 2 
| CS 


matters are tu he .conſidered-in this 
iudgement, hut one of the cherfelt; is to 
markt at what things ine mut geue 

L — B.) » KG 


be one fond cogitation;w0z:oneminate 
of an houre miſpente x hut: it ſhall-be 
ſkozed vp in this reckoning. Who is 
not abaſhed and appalodat-thele: woze 
des of our Sg Daman - Ueryly J 
ſaye vnto you; U e of this 
audite, men that be accoantable of eue⸗ 
ry pole woꝛde which e vnad⸗ 
niſedly, Then if of 
hurt 02 hinder no man, rerkning 
bo required, what-ſhabbo-required; 3 
pray you; of-diſhoneſ:ignd:vnſcriiwly 
ſpeaches, of filthy imaginatians, ot 
handes bathed and imbꝛued with blod; 
of 'wanton lokes and vncontinent 
epese an ine, ot the whole life imploped 
and conſumed in tebnenes and treche⸗ 
rie : I this be true, as it is moſte true; 
r Ca * 4 
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er 
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why this iudgement — not be ſo 
nigoꝛous as it is kno wen to be in deve: 
Howe full:of ignominie halb hel be, 
who in the ———— 
rent Senate, i and 
with eche *dapne-wozdo that 
led him from the tyme of 

tie? Who wyl not wonder at tuche a 
ſtraunge demaunde nouer harde of bes 
foze:- and niho durtk to aduouche it, 
buleſſe it han chene the woꝛdes of Gods 
owne ———— bath: euer 
eracted an at 


dur defeas herein. Farther, — N 
ſing great ſhalbe the ſhame and repzoch 
of the re pꝛobate / when al the milchefes: 
which hitherte they baue clolly coue- 
ate bon behauiour of their youth, 
with: all the fetrete ſozes mw-felfred: 
B. ij. carbun⸗ 


wil diſ 3 

— —- bart th 

acceſſe, biein — — 

— gouercame with — 

e. therof,hauebidden the — 
phuge perils: Powe ſhal they 


then be 
confounded. when their maſte 


. and freaſous 
ang ro the paelenee: of — 
neee anale e —— 
— , hart eas mip bereal⸗ 
— 5 — ſo great, that 
= zophet al cry vnto 
va, and cloſe vs —— —— 
. we 
noun ſhewe our ſelues With ſuch er 
. x 
— hape is fruſtrate, ve —.— 
Ster 2 weighing the fozce - of 
delinitine,Go ye a 
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tato eue tre, long ſince pꝛepa⸗ 
red fo: Satan and his adherents, What 
ſhal that curſed generation imagine 
then wil become de themſelues hearing 
this ? fo if, as Job ſayth, we can ſtarſe , 
abpde to heare his milveſt wozdes,who Job. 4. 
can abide thoſe-thund2zing thꝛeats of his | 
vmnipotentie Theſe wozds ſhal be ſo 
ſharpe and ſo 'peatſing,that at the very 
inſtant the earth ſhal open it ſelfe wide 
and large, and into the bottome and 
bowels therebt hal be whirled fopſie 
faxth-yers hens hav hetr paradiſe and 
auth bert | 
pleaſures, in Timbzy ſoꝛtes of Punke 
and harmony, krifling out their time 
and peres in at kinde ofmirthand ioli⸗ 
tie. This tal and cracke of the earth 
f; John deſrribeth in his Apocalips in 
from eames CY grbar — 
m | | za 
with ſuche bꝛighenes, that al the earth 
was lightted therewith, and he cried 
aloude, faying; The great citie of Ba 
bylon is fallen downe, and is made the 
habitation of denils, and the rage of al 
83970 B. ii filthy 
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filthy and abhominabie folvles: And 
further he ſayd: A ſawe another migb⸗ 
tie Angell lifting vp on high a great 
ſtone, much like tu a myiſtone, and dyd 
caſt it into the ſea, ſaping. With ſuch a 
violence ſhal the great WBabtlon be th2o 
wen into the bottomleſſe pit, and ſhal 
neuer reconer his eſtate againe. In this 
ſoꝛt ſhal the vngodiy fal inta the blacke 
and gaſtiyv pꝛiſon ful! oł confuſion and 

Etat. cs. viter deſolation, But what toung can 
loztes of toꝛmenta, in that place addʒeſ⸗ 
ſedfo2 the wicked? There their bodies 
chal be bzoyled with furious flames cds 
tinually : there their ſoules ſhalbe con- 
ſumed with the wozme of conſcience, 
whiche wil neuer eeaſe his gruous 
gnawing: There ſhat be that inceſſant 
howling and gnaſhing of teeth, wbere⸗ 
of the Scriptures treateth in ſo many 
places: There: theſe vnhappie.'w2et> 
ches ſurſeyſed with cruel diſpayꝛe and 
rage, ſhall ware wd agaynſt God 
and them ſelues, in luche diſpiteous 
wyle-, that they wall deuoure _ 
929 owne 
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1. The Comuerſion 
_  womby why was J not caried from the 
- place-of my bythe ffraighte to my 
graue: hr was J lulled in my mo⸗ 
thers lap? oz why did ſhe giue me ſuck? 
night mattens, their moꝛning and eue⸗ 
ning p2ayer. O filthy tongues, whiche 
bable of nothing els but bzawling and 
blaſphemie. O wꝛetched eares, which 
na other things but woful moury . 
7 . bnhappy eyes, whoſe obiect is 
miterie vpon miſerie. O wꝛetched bo» 
dies, who haue fozpour harbour a fy2te 
foznace. In what caſe ſhal they then be 
who heere carſt wallowed in wealth 
and wantonneſſe * O what fleeting: des 
light hath w2ought continual grefe : 
O what woful habitations are addzeſ⸗ 
ſed foꝛ you 2 Home gone is al your gal⸗ 
lant gl and iolitie, wherein you de⸗ 
lighted fo2 a moment, ſoꝛʒ which ve now 
lament eternally. obe what do your 
treaſures anaple vou: where is pour 
become 2 the ſeuen 
fertyl veres arenoweended quite, and 
in late thereot᷑ are nowe ſutceded th 


[ 
* 
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ſame the abundance of thoſe wt } 
paſſed,that there ſhal not rem 
one ſhadowe oz ſhewe thereof, 
foze al your fo2mer felicitie is dzenye 
and w2apped vp in the waues of weet- 
chedneſſe,and are nowe dziuen fo ſuche 
ſtraigbts and ſcarſitie,that not ſo much 

as one dꝛop of water ſhalbe graunted 

vnto yau, wherwith ye might ſomwhat 

aſſnage the raging thirſt which vereth 

von ſo fariouſiye : neither ſhal your 

wonted pꝛoſperitie relieue pour miſe⸗ 

rie, but rather thereby ye ſhal be moꝛe 

fiercely afflicted, Fo2 therein is accoms 

gred ſoppes of the bngodty ſhal be af the 2425 
laſt deuoured with wozmes; Which S, 
Gregazy in his Pozals expoundeth in 
this ſoꝛt: The memoꝛꝝ of their wonted 
iopes maketh their pꝛeſent payne to 
ſeme moze bitter, by calling to minde 
howe bzane and frolike they haue bine, 
and howe baſe and vile they nowe are 
come, and howe foꝛ loue of that which 
ſo ſone flipte away, they — yore 
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trade o truth, that the light of iuſtice 
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compt, ſhal mutter to late theſe 
ſazeniges of Salomon: Mo vnto vs 
w;etches;how apparant is it now tu. 
to vs, that we haue ſtraped from the 


hath not ſhined vpon vs, and that the 
ſunne of intelligente hath not riſen o⸗ 
uer vs. Me haue waſted and weeried 
our ſelues in the croked and crabded 
way of wickedneſſe ; but we haue not 
ſtepped one fate in the playne and eaſy 
pathe which leadeth torighteonfneſſe; 
What are we nowe abettered by our 
p:incely trapne and treaſure ? Al theſe 


thinges are nowe vaniſhed as the flees 


ting ſhade, and as theſwift courſer tha⸗ 
ſed vppon the ſpurre, as a ſhippe:d2y» 
uen with the tyde and tempeſt; whiche 
leaueth behinde no pꝛint of his paſſage; 
This and ſuche like in thinfernalpitte 
hal be the talke of thoſe whiche haue 
bene offendours.Fo2 that the hope and 
truſt of ſinne is like vnto chaffe chaſed 
wity 
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-- of a ſirifier; - 
with the winde, oꝛ as the ſunnne and 
frothe of the Sea diſpearſed wyth the 
waues, as the ſmoke ſodenlip diſſolued 
into the ayꝛe, oꝛ as the rememb2aunice 
of a pylgrime paſſing by the way.Thele 
be there the complayntes, and this the 
perpetual penance of the vngodlp, whi⸗ 
che ſhal not alliſt them at al, becauſe the 
time is paſſed wherin they might haue 
bene releeued hereby. Come therefoze 
in the time of grace and repentaunce, 
and you that haue eares recepne the 
ſounde aduiſe of dur Loꝛde vttered by 


the Pꝛophet, ſaping: Serue and glozi- Jere.iz. 


fie God befoꝛe the day be depꝛiued, bes 
foꝛe the darke night of death ſteale vp⸗ 
pon you, and ere your fete be enfrap- 


ped, 02/ye ſtumble at that foule blacke 


hyllocke. Therefoꝛe take the time and 
day whilſt pe haue if, ſoꝛ it ſhal be fur- 
ned into darknefſe. And our Loꝛde him 
ſelfe, who better than anp other kno⸗ 
weth the deapthot this danger, aduerti⸗ 
ſethys hereof in his Euange liſt, ſaying. 
Take hede 5 vour hartes be nat oppꝛeſt 


wel to _ meate'x din, and with 
| ouer⸗ 


hy 
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The Connerfion 
onermuche care und turmoyle of this 
woꝛld, leaſt that dzeadful day catch you 
at vnwares, which wil ſteale vpon yon 
like athefe, und vpon al thoſe whithe 
tnhabite vppon the face ot the earth, 
Zherfoze watche and pꝛap continua 
lp, that vou may be deliuered krom thele 
huge heapes of calamities, which here⸗ 
after wil happen, that pou being cleane 
and vndeſtled, may be pzeſented befoze 
the ſonne of the pure Virgin, the p20» 
moter of al our auayle and pꝛoſtte. 


-- _ TJThe Argument. 

Thoſe which haue loued God, and lived 
according to his will, chal be tevvarded 
in Paradiſe, which is the glory and me- 
rite ee doo expect. V Vhich 
notwitliſtanding any differente that is a- 
mong the elect, bringeth a cõmon com- 
fort & pleaſute to them al becauſe there 
is perfect charitie, and God is al and in e. 
uery thing. ViVherfore no other cxerciſe 
is vſed there, nor no other payne or tra- 
uayle, them to loue God, to laude and glo- 


_ - — _— ot — ch. — ww ww 


with the righteous wats endued, whis 
che is nonabtiels, but that happie lyfe 
and kingdome which:Godhath ozdey- 
ned fo2 his choſempeople euen from the 
creation of al things,which is ſuch and 
fa excellent, that neither with the tong 
of men no2 Angels it can be expꝛeſſed. 
But that ve maꝝ haue ſume taſt of this, 
beare what S. Auguſtine bziefly fayth 
in commendation hereof, in a certayne 
meditation of his, in this ſoꝛt: O lyfe 
alattedby God to them that loue him, 
a lining life, a life vopde of care, à bleſs 
fedlife.a quiet life, a pleaſaunt life, a 
pure lile, a chalte life, a life enimie to 
death, a life that knoweth no grefe, 
voyde of moleſtation, of ſmart, of anxie⸗ 
tie, vayde of al coʒruption, voide of pers 
1 * 


The Conuerſion 
oꝛ mutabilitie. A life ful of beautie and 
perfection, where no enimie ſhal moleft 
the, noꝛ no treſpalle offend thee; 
is perfecte vnitie, vnfaigned and 
loue: — — va 
is one eternal dap, without alteration; 
where God is ſeene fate to face, whiche 
is the fode of al that there abive,Swete 
God, with an vnlaciable harte and 
greedy minde, J couet thy hydden trea- 
ſures, and the moze J long after them; 
the moze Jlufte and burne in-defire : 
conſidering ther my delight, my life and 
Sauiour, in contemplation whereof 
A fele my ſelfs exceedingly refreſhed 
and reuiued. O moſte happie life, O 
very bleſſed kingdome, altogether with 
out. death, and without ende, whiche 
doeſt not ptelde to any ſucteſſion oz al⸗ 
teration of times, where is bzight day 
continually, without inferruption o 
night: there it is not — what 
mutation meaneth, where thotrimn- 
phant ſouldiour accompanied with a 
glittering crewe ar Angelles, ungeth 
vnto God withoute ceaſſing the a. 
ling” : 
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thy ci⸗ 
tie, thy ſtrietes, thy pallaces, thy na- 
ble citizens, thy woꝛthy king, ſetled in 
his thzone of magnificence. Thy wals 
are made ol pꝛetious ſtones, thy gates 
are beaufified with ſhining pearles, 
thy ſtreetes are paued with pure golde, 
— —U— 
Je: Þ or p al . 
houſes. are. byylded with quadzant ſta⸗ 
nes, adozned with Saphyꝛs, thy bea- 
mes andrafters are of golde, where no 
coruption can abyde, nothing may en⸗ 
ter that is defiled. O Hierulalem, our 
mother, thou art bꝛaue and pleaſaunt 
in thy deuiſes, the fozce of no aduerſſ- 
tie is felte in the, neither any-of thoſe 
diſcoumodities are-ſuſteyned whiche 
here we find, Thy io ves are tarre 2 


Ine = 1 — 
— — — 
the light of al tightes is he which light ⸗ 
neth the, The ſupernal Enperd um ueæ⸗ 
peth continual refivence in the middeſt 
of thee,enutroned and aſliſted with ma- 
ny millions of his miniſters, There the 
angelical quires ani were ethe tu other 
melodioufly: there the fruites of true 
nobilitie, do vtelde a pleaſaunt ſent and 
ſpectacle to the beholders: there is teie⸗ 
bꝛated the feaſt of thoſe, who ber ing ſafe 
ly arined from the botomles ſea of theſe 
miſeries and mithappes, are (nrozpo/ 
rate — T with thole whiths 


— — 
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men, who deſpiling al delightes and da⸗ 


nn. conquered their frayle in/ 
clination: 


WW ie | _— % 
— 
; 


7. WW ». ©. %. <@ © » 


©s2 


= — 


tion .apzorbeth neare. Lifte vp 


m_— == a wn 1  w=—_ TT ww” we wee wwe wy. 


O— * „ ww wear” wee was 


* N 


nr eee 


. 


£ 


* I j 1 z N 4 r 1 
n n ; 
- =. i 


* | | 8 


Rein 1 en 1 
* hob 3 ———— 


. 
nr 2. N 
ee, ads 4 pane f * 

molt 4 * pen 5) * m 2 
N 5 r hal u 
phys * — CAL RESK] n 


2 1 
5 


c Muir f 1 * 7 * | 
" 161 aber —_— 


a. 


j [ «as dat 
bein kapkr Da, fa 
| hae Bk 9 


| neben inf 4 


—— u. 3 


The Cothi 
: 7 * Ws © Ve 3 


9 a” 
8 


9 


| 
1 


er- * 122 * 
1 7＋ 11 . 46 NN. * 
＋ Aue br: | 


. N | 


, D 
A Catal, ch n 


4 * 5 <a> + 4 1 J28x. p 3 
i 7 1 * ju J ** 


1 ere Sad. * 


Rb Faroe drape | ,_ 4 M 
__ Vr. eee L 


— fs n 
din 4 0 


14, Oben fen daf ths Fuite of 
Wat fa — althoughe in 


1 c 


” tris the have! ; 
ry. merkel ue 
* wn 

e dv 1 
1 nnen 3 


veryh 

oor or mpg genes did 
ſally at ane inffant,but ſome of them 
-partitulerly ; PofwithTanvings the 
ſmart is oftful ſharpe' and. vehement, 
andthe night ouer tedidusfto him that 
abydeth eyther of theſe greefes;be it but 
the aking of a tothe 92 gimme, ' Ad- 
mitnowe that a certapne man ſhould 
ſuſter ſuthe: an vatuerſal puniſhment, 
that no member, ſence, 02 ioynt ſhould 
be krer from petulier tommentes, am 
that at one berp inſtant he mut abyde 
moſte hytter paynes in the head, in his 
eyes, in his teeth eares, ſtamack; liner, 
harte, and to be ſhoztey un ait the other 
r 
n 

the ſeueral grdifes allig⸗ 


bedde, feeling the 
ned to enery member; What 'excefſine 
ſo2z0we ſhoulde he fuffer, thinkeſt thou, 
whiche were foꝛmented in this ſozte? 


82 what thing coulde he moge miſera⸗ 
ble and pitytull tu behoide 2: if thou ſa⸗ 
n * 


in ſuchefecuritiv? duenne 


of x ſinner 
iy vndertake, rather then he woulden⸗ 
dure one day, yea one ho wer, the leaſt 
of theſe tuꝛ ments? Why then to ſhun 
a perpetuitie of calamitles ſo tragical, 
dw they not imploy them ſelues to ſo 
eaſꝑ trauaile as that which is requiũte 
to the folo wing of vertue : This thing 
were inough to a mans foule 
from his ſentes, and ta bꝛing him to an 
extacie, that deliberetFaduiſedly here⸗ 
vpon. Het if among thele huge heapes 
of mikertes, were any hape of ende oz 
redzeſſe, it woulde qiialifie ſomewhat 
their griping co2fies:UWit alas they find 
it there farre other wiſe oz the gates of 
comfozt are cloſed vp on al ſides. In al 
kinde ol heauineſſe that map happen 


in this life, reſteth alwapes ſome re⸗ 


liete, wherein the atflined may repoſe 
him ſelfr, an that which is adminiſtren 


epther bp reaſon of time, friendes, oa 


company of man whiche do partict- 
pate with him in the lame miſhap, oz 
by hope to be releaſed at laſt, map miti⸗ 
gate their maladie: But in this euyl 


onely, the cundits ol grace are ſo ſtop⸗ 
D. j. ped, 


25 
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The. Converſion 
ped;and the paſſages'of. common com⸗ 


font ſo interrupted; that theſe vnhappy 


creatures can finde fauour on no fide, 
neither from heauen, neither from the 
earth, neither of the time palled, no: 
pꝛeſent, no ot that to come, noz of 
ought that can be cls, but they ſgeme to 
be pX\led and pearſedof al partes, and 
that al creatures cũſpire agapnlt them, 
whereby at lat they ware wad and 
wꝛath with themſelnes. This is the ex⸗ 
treme ffraightnes;whereof the wicked 
bewayle them ſelnes by the Prophet 
in this ſoꝛte: The dzead of death hath 
hedged me in on tuerp fide, and the ins 
fernall krightes innironen me 
round about, in ſuch wiſe, that wheron 
ſoeuer they pepe oʒ pꝛpe, their obiect is 
alwapes miſerie exempted of mercy. 
The Uirgins whiche ſtode pꝛeſt af 
the pallace of their ſponſe, were retep⸗ 
ued in, as the Euangeliſt ſapth, and ſo⸗ 
denly the gates were lockt. O perpe 
tual pinning faſte, O immoꝛtal intlo⸗ 
ſure, O gate of comfozte whiche neuer 
thal be opened, whiche is as * 0 


of a ſinner. 
had ſaybe, Qlofed is the pozfe of par? 
don, wut is the deze and hatche pe 
and interceffion, of grace, of con 
tion, and of meriting any moꝛe. be 
fire dates are baniſhed, wherin Manna 
was to be gathered, but the Sabboth it 
could not be founde, wherfoze he muſt 
faſte always, which would not n 
foz him ſelfe in time. Che pdle ln 
(ſayth © n) fearing the 5 
wil not till his grounde in the winter, 
whereby he ſhal begge in the kommer, 
and nothing thal*be geuen him. grid 
agayne, Be that laboureth in the ſom⸗ 
mer and time of haruetl, is oiſcrete; but 
he that then betakes him to flixpe, is 
the ſonne of perdition. What great 
tonfuſton tan there be than that which 
hapned to the riche myſer, who might 
baue purchaſed his place in brauen 
with the: crums of bzead that felfrb his 
fable, by his conefoutnes in dete 
that litie, is now bꝛoght to ſuchpenuiry 
dimſelt, that he traueth, and ſhal traue 
cõtinually one dꝛo i 
ver obteine it. In whole hark not 
D. i. this re⸗ 


er 
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| 5 — in the deapth of the wa⸗ 
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requeſt of that wzetch moue a remoꝛſe. 
O father Abꝛaham, pitie my caſe, and 
ſende Lazarus, that he may dip the top 
of his finger in the water, and maye 
touche my tong there with, foz this fire 
toꝛmenteth me out ol meaſure, What 
leſte petition could be demaunded than 
this: oꝛ he durſt not requeſt one veſſel 
of water, neither would he that Laza⸗ 
rus ſhauld wet al his hande, noz his 
whole finger, ( whiche is to be wondzed 
at) but only the top of his finger, and 
pet it mould not be graunted vnto him. 
By which thou ſeeſt howeloſe the gates 
of grace are ſhafte, and howe farre the 
pꝛohibition and curſe ſtretcheth which 
is pꝛepared fo the vngodly, ſith they 
tan not get ſo ſmal a matter. Jn ſuche 


195 that calt they the ir gaſtly lokes 
1. wil, let them extende 
hel place them lit, they 
bal Seem of comfoꝛt, be it ne⸗ 
_ 1 And as one fallen info the 


ters, can finde noperfed foting,andof- 


ten A out his arme rann 
* 134 a 


ofa ſhnner, 


and graſpeth round about in vayne,be- 
ing nowe euen fwalowed in the gu ke: 
So ſhal it happen to the accurfed in true, 
to whom the wozlde is without any 
ſfabilifie,foz wading in the wanes of 
ſuch wo and wzetchednes, and always 
ſtriuing with death, without truſt oz 
ſtap of any ſuctour to leane vnto. Df 
al the greefes which is ſuffered in that 
miſcheruous place and harbour ol ad⸗ 
uerſitie, this is the greate t. ſoʒ if ole 
puniſhmentes were appro Ac 
any time, pen it were a 
ſande yeres ,'02, a hundzed thou! 
million of peres, it were ſome 
e 
to be diſp2ayſed:bu 753 
of the wicked ſhal be 9 and __ 
time of their diſtrelle 0 6p l look 
with the dinine glozy of God : ſo iong 
as God ſhal line, fo bd Tad dye, 
and when God ſhal ceaſe to be that he 
W en very be 
ey are. Od 
and immoztal death, J knot at 
ther I ſhould cal ay + 02 death be 
ty, | 


ear 
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it thou be lyfe , why dyelt thou-if thou 
be 2 owe doeſt thou ffill endure? 
therfoae cal ther the one no: 
e ap — foz that neither the one noz 
the other contepneth ought that god 
is. Lite hath his limits, & death dureth 
but faz a time, which much auayleth to 
the aſcwaging of ſozowes, but in this. 
e neyther boundes noz ſpace at all. 
oper, en art thou 2.Ueryly thou art 
1 — of lyfe, and the plague 

of 28 foz thou halt the ſting and toz⸗ 


death 1 WP 3 and of 
life thou halt the perpetuitie without | 
infermiſſion,Cod ſpoyled both lyfe and 
veath ot their happinelle, an 


d commit⸗ 
fed to the that whiche was left foꝛ the 
perpetual puniſhmient of the vngadly. 
D curſed confesion, O bytter pyl, bes. 
rekt vtterly of al the 'benefites and des: 
lights that flowethfrom our [werte ſa- 
uiour Chꝛiſt, which is the foe that all 
wzetched ſinners erde vpon. I wiſhe 
therfo2e,dere bꝛother, that not ſildome 
chou wouldeſt erect thy earthly minde 
* colideration of this eternitie, and 
a8 


| of a ſinner, : 


as a beaſt of the wozlde wouldeſt (mes 
times make thy repaſt thervpõ. Which 
that thou maylt-perfo2me effectually, 
pꝛopone befoꝛe thy eyes-of vnderſtan⸗ 
ding the affliction that a ſicke man ſul⸗ 
fereth in one nighte, ſpeciallp if he be 
ſeaſed with ſome ſharp tnfirmity. Mark 
A pꝛay the, hom oft he turneth e walo- 
weth in his very bed, how he ca take na 
kinde of reſt, howe the night ſcemeth (a 
long vnto him that he reckoneth euery 
houre of the clock, & each houre ſemeth 
a daylong, He loketh r longeth fo2the 
light, which nought oꝛ litle auaileth to 
moderat his miſerp. Then if this ſozow 


be ſo great aud inſuppoꝛtable, what 


ſhal the payne be of that eternal night 
which hath no moꝛning noz-dawne of 
dap. O paofounde- darkenes, O night 
perpetual, O night accurſed by Gods 
owne mouth, the light whiche was 
wont to lift vp it ſelfe in the mozning, 
is not ſœne in these. Conſider no we 
what a tozment-it is to line alwayes 
in ſuche a night as this is, not couched 


in a ſofte bedde, as à ſicke man is, 
D. ii. but 
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but rather in a foznace flaming with 
fires, What ſhoulders can be able to a- 
byde theſe ſo feruent heates? what hart 
wil not melt with ſoꝛo we, to continue 
in ſuche toꝛment kor ener? Whiche of 
vou (ſayth God by the Pꝛophet) can ſu⸗ 
apne that conſuming fire, and lyue in 
that crceſſiue heate 2 Dd2eadfulthzea- 
tes, if that a man can not endure poſſi 
bly to put the toppe of his finger vpon 
one glowing cole whilſt a Pater noſter 
is ſayde, howe ſhal he abide to bꝛoyle 
both body and ſoule in theſe eternal 
flames, whiche are ſo fierce and vehe- 
ment, that comparing them to thoſe 
which here we ſe in this wozld, ſceme 
of no moꝛe foꝛce than fire paynted on 
the walles? Is there any judgement 
in the earth? haue men vnderffanding? 
dw they perteiue the weighte of theſe 
wo2des and thꝛeates: thinke they that 
thoſe are deuices faigned by Poets: o: 
dw they perfwade them ſelues that it 
foucheth ſome others, and perteynes 
not fo them ? Mherein they are mach 
deteiued, and ſottichly kerde * 
ave J iche 


of a linner, 


liche fancy, ſithe it is verified by the e; 
ternal truth, ſaying, Heauen and earth 
hal decay, but my woꝛde ſhal neuer 
want his foꝛce and vigour. 


Irhe Argument. 
VVe haue great cauſe to be the ſeruants 
and affectionate freends of God, as vvel 
for the giftes of nature beſtowed vpon 
vs, and the infuſion of grace vvhich vve 
haue already, and hereafter hope to re- 
ceiue, as alſo for dread of his vvrath, A- 
mong vvhich benefites and graces graun · 
ted vnto vs, the Sacramentes are moſte 
precious, Hauing then receyued ſuche 
and ſo many benefites of him, vve ought 
not to shewe our (clues ingrateful, that al 
his troubles and trauels ſuffered here in 
earth, may be for our bchoofe and pro- 


fite, 
(The.vj.Chapiter. 

Ome man peraduenfure wy! 
maruel why J ſhoulde accumn- 
late ſo manyreaſons to iuſtific 
this that à haue begon, and fo confirme 


an appꝛoued veritie, t a thing fo com- 
5 menda⸗ 
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mendable as is the atchiuing of ver⸗ 
tue, but this diſcourſe is not addzeſſed 
to that end, noz to extinuate any doubt 
that may be in a matter ſo manyfeſt; 
But foꝛ that monſtrous is the malite 
of our co2rupt minde, and the contlictes 
very truel whiche ſtriue to deſtrop the 
ſoucraintieofrenowmed vertue, It is 
requiſite that her bulwarkes be of ſutfi⸗ 
cient ſtrength to beare the bꝛunt and 
ſhocke of al aſſaultes.' But fo2 my bet 
ter pzofe and pꝛogreſſe of this matter, 
it ſhal not be amiſſe to adioyne herevns 
to, howe muche we are bounde to the 
ſeruice of God, not onelp foꝛ hope of the 
hire which we expect at his handes, noz 
foꝝ dꝛead ot his iuſtice, but chafely foz 
thoſe god things which by him we pꝛe⸗ 
ſently eniop. Foz if al creatures im! / 
bꝛace their bene factoꝛs, and bꝛute bea⸗ 
ſtes acknowledge them by whom they 
haue bene relcued: pea, if the lawe of 
thanks geuing be ofſuch foꝛte, that the 
fterte Tigres, Lions, and Scrpentes, 
velde to her ſegniozitie, and liue vader 
her loze, howe ſhall Jeſcape to be ac⸗ 
| tounted 


_of a anner. 


228 cruel than thoſe beaſtes, 
not lone and magniſie him, 


What is there either in me oꝛ without 
me, which is not illued from the bounty 


of God 2 Thou Lozde haft created my 
and ſimili⸗ 


ſoule to thine phe 
tude, thou haſt dilpoſed 


organes of 


my body, and beautified it with ſuche 
feature and varietie of members and 


ſentes, that regarding wel the curions 
cunning of the woꝛke, appeareth that 
it tan be wꝛought by no other artificer 
than thy ſelfe. Thou haſte and doeſt 
oꝛdapne daylp al thinges neceſſarie fo: 
the pꝛeſeruation of this thy wozke, 


thy pꝛonideuce is my gupde, thy 


hande dothe ſuſtayne me, thy crea⸗ 
tures ſerue me, thy medicines heale 
me, thy fode doth nouriſhe me, thy An⸗ 
gelles garde and kepe me, thy wyl⸗ 
dome inftruceth me, thy mercy pꝛo⸗ 
uideth-fo2 me, and thy patience ſup⸗ 
poꝛteth me: Finally, all that J haue 
are thy godes, thy grate, and thy mer⸗ 


cy, Fo; who geueth mo my . 
0 


of 1 ſo beneficial vnto me? 


TheConnerfidn 
to be that J am; but thou chat art the 
fountayne of all cffence N þ being, 
By wjoſe benefite do J live, if not by 
a to all 


We what Gould a man do on: 
ſuch a one, who hath him ſo muche his 
benefactour 2 Why ſhould he not ferue 
him with al his fo:ces both of body and 
minde, who hath made him al, and doth 
pꝛeſerue him al, both body and ſoule, 
and by whoſe direction he is gouerned 
altogether? Mherfoꝛe if we be fo much 
bounde vnto him fo2 his beneũtes ge⸗ 
uen vs by nature, how can we gratifie 
him ſufficiently fo2 thoſe his giftes of 
grace: Holo canſt thou counteruaple 
his curteſte, who amongeſt fo ſundzy 
ſozts of people and nations of Jnfivels, 
hath ſingled thee out foz him felfe, bath 
created thee a Chziſfian, and hath wa- 
ſhed ther with the water that dilkilled: 
from his pzecious fide , and there | 
ado2ned ther fo; his ſonne,and hat w_ 
ueited 


. of a ſinner. 


neſted th& with al habites and oꝛna⸗ 
mentes that are requiſite foz that dig⸗ 
nitie? But after when -agayne thou 
were fallen;from this pzeheminence, 
ee 
what epes did he beholde tber when 
thou madeſt no reckoning ot him? how 
carefully did he garde thte, when thou 
diddeſt pꝛocraſtinate th returne vnto 
him? with how many hyly infkincs did 
he {ture ther? with how many harolds 
did he ſommon ther to come, that at the 
* laſtfozſaking thy fozmer follies, ſhoul- 
deſt bowe to his holy will and bent 2 
But. what ſhal A ſay of that ſupernal 
grace, of that moſt excellent benifite of 
our redemption? O Lo2de the heauens 
bleſſe and extol thee, and the Angelles 
ling pꝛapſes of thy merucylous wozks, 
What nede haddeſt than ol our auaile, 
09 NS eos — — 
hurt is it vnto him: and if thine iniqui- 
thereby? and if thou dw wel, what ** 
TE] 
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the no therfoze. e 
difie? rewarde can he reape 
hands, who is God dmnipotent, fo riche 
and ſo — tes —— and 
wo 7 that J ſay) 'whofe wealth, 
whoſe pdwer/Wwhoſe- wiſedbme can be 
neither augmented noz diminiſhed: 
who neither befoze the conſtitution of 
the wozld;no2 after he had made al thin 
ges, is one iot᷑ moze oz leſſe the he was 
befoze: noz if ul the angels and al man» 
kinde ſhoutdbe ſaued, t ſhould pꝛayſe 
him poerpetuallp, is any whit the woꝛ⸗ 
thyer: noz if they al were damned and 
did blaſpheme him, is leffe glozions at 
al. This ſo great a load, not dzawen no2 
dꝛiuen by any ſtraightes at al, but of 
meere grace and bounty, whilff our acts 
of hoſtelitie were yet in freſh memoꝛie, 
was content to encline the heauens of 
his royal maioſtie, and to diſtend into 
this caue of calamities, to cloth di 


endure — Pyar roy pre euer 
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of a finner. . 

ſuffered in this wozld. Foꝛ my ſake, O 
AL oꝛde, thou waſt bone in a ſtal, ſoꝛ me 
thou waſt laid in a manger, foꝛ me thou 
waſt cirt umciſed the eyght day, foz me 
thou waſt conueped into Egypt, ſoꝛ me 
(to conclude) thou wat perſecuted and 
turmopled with a number of inkamies: 
foz nie thou watchedit,fo2 me thou tra⸗ 
uayledlt; foz me thou ſwetteſt, foz me 
thou didſt werpe, fo2 me. thou haſt pꝛo⸗ 
ned al thoſe euyls which my enoꝛmous 
crymes haue deſerued, thou beeing ins 
natent and guiltleſſe, Finally, foz me 
thou waſt appꝛehended as a malefac « 
tour, abandoned of thy frends,ſfolde,d- - 
nied, pzeſented befoze the fribu! all 
feate'cf thoſe iudges, where thou were 
accuſed;-buffetcd, defamed, whipped, 
(pittedat, ſcratched, condemned, cru⸗ 
tified, d pearced with a 
ſpeare; dead and buried. Therefoꝛe 
with what deſert of mine, can J ac- 
quite my felfe; wil not ſap of al theſe 
cuftefirs; but of the leaſt dꝛop of bl 
ſhed vut of thp holy ſive, foz me bnwoz-. 
5 8 Bowe is it Wore — 
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I ſhould loue him ſuffictently, who fo 
bath loned me, fo hath created me, ſo 
hath redeemed me, and hath bought me 
ſo dearely? It J be lifted vp from the 
earth (ſayth our Sauiour) al thinges 
ſhal be dꝛawen after me. But with 
what chaynes, with what violence: 
With the fozce of loue, and with the 
bondes of his beneſites. With the rope 
of Adam (ſayth our Lozde) J wil dꝛaw 
them vnto me, + with the knot of loue. 
Therefoze who will not be lifted vp 
with this dzaught? who wil not ſuffer 
him ſelle to be catcht aud caried with 
ſuch chaynes ? Ik one little dꝛop ot waz 
ter falling continually vpon-a ſtone, 
wil pearce t bzeake it at the laſt, howe 
ſhal not the bondes of ſo many benefits 
be pnough to rent my ſfony hart a ſun⸗ 
der? And ik the very earth wꝛought in 
the feruent heat, is ſometimes conner- 
ted into fyꝛe, howe ſhal my hart be fre 
from burning, betng ſo beſet with the 
glowing coles of ſuche vnmeaſurable 
loue 21f it be ſo haynous an offence not 
to loue this Loꝛde, what ſhal it be — ol⸗ 

ende 


- * 
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offende him ? log tho greatnes of god 
in _ — — 
but in a maner al power 
tie to annoy the benefactoz, And it bin⸗ 
deth faſt both the handes and fete of a 
man, that he can not ſtriue agapntt it. 
Wherfoze if theſe kind of ceremonies, 
as to be grateful foz god turnes, be of 
ſo great fozce , what ſhal we thinke of 
the benefites of God ? That man com- 
mitted to Joſephs fidelitie al his buſi- 
nes, and God hath put into thy handes 
al that he hath, Conſider then howe 
muche Gods treaſures are moze woz- 
thy than any that Pharao did polleſſe, 
foz that ſo muche moze is this whiche 
thou enioyeſt, than was that which Jo- 
ſeph did receine.3But tel me what thing 
hath God, which he hath not geuen into 
thy hands-heauen,earth,the ſunne, the 
mone, the ſtarres, the ſea,birdes,fithes, 
tres, beaſts, and finally al that is con⸗ 
teined vader the golden globe, he hath 
beſtowed: vpon thee ; and vet not that 
onely which is here below in earth, but 
likewiſe al that is in the 2 
4 5 
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bone, which is the glozy,the riches, and 
7j — 
which are pzaying buſilꝑ foz 

tommoditie. Al things (ſapth the Apo- 


„ 
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Apollo, oz Peter, be it the wozlde,be it 
life, be it death, de it the time pꝛelent, 
oz that to come, al is yours, fo that al 
ſerueth fo2 your behofe:andyetnot that 
alone which is aboue the heauens, but 
the lozd ol heauen himſelle, hath geuen 
vs his onely ſonne, after ſund2y ſoꝛtes, 
ſometimes as a patron, ſometimes as a 
defendo2,ſomtimes as a ſauiour, ſome⸗ 
times foz a teacher, ſamtime foz a Phi⸗ 
ſition, ſometime foz a rewarde, ſome- 
time foxa conſeruation, ſometime foz 
a remedie, and — ech —5 — 
The Father hath geuen 

the ſonne hath merited fo2 vs the ho- 


ty Gholt, the holy Gholt hath made 


vs meritozious ot God the Father 


him ſelfe , from whom floweth the 


ffreames of al —_— — 
re 
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Paule. 


the greateſt gift he could beſtow on vs) 
howe wil he not deliner vnto vs with 
him al other things whatſoever, Ther- 
foze if it be true that God hath geuen 
vnto the al p he hath, if be hath wzapt 
the faſt with obligation of ſo many be- 
nefites: howe is it poſſible that thou 
ſhouldeſt moleſt 02 greue ſo liberal and 
bountiful a benefacour ? It it be a gree- 
uous crime, not to be thankeful fo; ſo 
god turnes: what ſhal it be fo adiopne 
to ingratitude the contempt «4 offence 
of the benefactour 7 I that young man 
founde him ſelfe in ſuch bondage, and ſo 
impotent to annoy him who had com- 
mitted to his fidelitie the charge of his 
houſe: what hart oz courage canft thou 
haue to offende. him, whiche faz thy be- 
hefe hath created both heauen & earth? 
O moze vngrateful thi the very beaſt, 
O moze cruel than che Ligres,D moze 
inſenſible than the ſenſlefſe creatures, 
not to conſtder ſo great a fall: foz what 
beaſt, what Lion, what Tiger, did euer 
hurt the man that did them god? 

Saint Ambzoſe waiteth, that a denn 


ne Has 
moꝛning, to viewe the dead cars, a- 


mongſt whom the murderer alſo made 
his 


: 


gaynll theſe ſvcruetmardeters which 
have berteued thy Tode af his life. 
Wherfoze ſeing him dead in thy ſight, 
doth not thy affection increaſe towards 
him, e thy wꝛath towards nne, which 
bath kylled him, unn wing that whatſo- 
euer in this wozb he hath aid, done, oꝛ 
ſuffred, was ta impsint ſuch an hatred 
api n, that we ſhould 

deteſt it utterly. Co ſlaꝝ ſinne he dyed 
him ſelle, and ta hinde it hand and fofe, 
hath ſaffered himſelfe to he bound vpon 
the troſſe / Why then wilt thou make 
fruſtrate al the labours aud paynes of 
Chꝛiſt: Wilt thou runne heavlong ins 
to the thzalbome t᷑ bondage fr whence 
 Chailt bath deliuered th with the ran⸗ 
ſome of his pꝛetious hid: hy doeſt 
thou not tremble and heuer at the on⸗ 
ly name ⁊ ſounde of ſin, noi that thou 
haſt ſeene the extremitits that Chꝛiſte 


vſed in the theredf2 what 
could God dw vs fro 
——————— th bo⸗ 


wed pitifully vpon a xrviſe : ih durſt 
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veſt wine and meate fyll 
theenve of thebantob pt lth 
——ͤ—ů—ů ;foz he kno- 
wethvory wel ifthey thuld be ſo ſcan- 
ted,hey cannot continue in their tour- 
noy: Wihertozsheſaypvnto Abzaham 
Feare not, O Abzaaham, tos J — 


he was his defendour in al things per* 

— 011 — — . — 
to tome, which is — 
foz him, Bur bares Mber the fil P2 
ieee meh, $9 nan knowefh but 
— read the focriptures dili- 
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Pꝛopbet, Domi Pſal.25» 
. babita inane 2 t1, 
— fortitudo mea: 

curſes 


T The Cormerſion 

it, and ta every one that with perfene- 
raunte ſhal eniop it, ſhal be happpe. 
Mark then, iy ſonne, the conftitutiong 
And — of God, foz this ſhal be lis: 
kings and life to thy ſoule; Then ſhalt 
thou take thy'tourney vopde of care, 
and thy feete ſhal not faple thte: it thou 
ficepe thou ſhalt not be affcightev,and if 
thou betake thee to reſt, thou ſhalf haue 
a quiet repoſe, This (deare bzother) is 
the ſolace and quietnes that the rightc- 
ous haue in their wayes : but conſider 
howe muche the wayes of the wicked 
differeth from this by the- ſentence of 
the ſcriptures: vnhappines, t lucklefe 
chaunce 1s ener intheir way, neyther 
know they what it is to tread the ſteps 
of peace and tranquilitie. And againe 
Eccleſiaſtick ſayth, The path of the vn- 
iuſt is ful of lets c obſtaclea, and at the 
ende of their tourney foꝛ an harbour is 
addꝛeſſed fo2 them, hel, darknefle, and 
payne. Doth it ſeme nowe god vnto 
ther to diuert from the way of God, to 
follow the way of the wozld, beeing fo 
mee a” 
ende, 
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and men, Then ſhalt thou cal bpon the 
name of our Lo2de, and he wyl heare 
the,becanſe thou louedſt him, and ſhal 
ſay vnto thee, beholde me here pꝛeit to 
ac whatſoeuer thou canſt ache. 
Then in the middeſt and deepe darke- 
neſſe of the tribalation and diffreſſe of 
this life, the comfoztable beames of dis 
nine fauour wal ſhine vpon thi, a = 
thy tribulation ſhal be as the midi 
the day,foz that our Loꝛd had o2depned 
that thy miſeries themſelues, and thy 
tranſgreſſions paſſed, ſhould accumulat 
vnto ther greater felicitie, pzeſenting 
alwapes to thy minde aſſured peace, 
and firme tranquilitie. And inthe time 
of ſcarſitie and famine he ſhal finde thee 
ful, and ſhal ſapply thy wants aboun⸗ 
dauntly, and thy bones ſhal be deline- 
red from death, and from the flames of 
eternal fyꝛe, and thou ſhalt be like vnto 
a moyſt garden, and as à foantayne 
which runneth inceſſantly, and in the 
that hal be accompliſhed which many 
peres hath bene vnfiniſhed, to the ende 
thou mayſt ffande — 8 
ion, 


of a funer, * 


tion, from generation to generation. 
and if thou wilt endeuour tu celebzate 
my feltiual dapes, not cautriuing them 
in koliſhe delightes, noz in pzeferring 
thy wil befoze mine,obſeruing careful- 
ly my wil and beheſt in this voyage: 
then will A create thee a Lozd, and wil 
geue thee ſuch ſolaces as ſhal farre ſur- 
paſſe al pleaſures of the woʒld. And J 
wil exalt thes aboue the higheſt turrets 
of the earth, to a moſte bleſſed ſtate of 
life, whervnto neither foztune noz hu- 
maine nature can add oꝛ defrart ought 
at al, And after al this A wil enſtal ther 
into the pzecious inheritaunce that J 
pꝛomiſed to Jacob thy father, which is 
the benediction of glozy, becauſeythe 
mouth of god hath ſpoken if, Theſe are 
the rewards which god pꝛomiſed to his 
ſeruantes, of which although ſome are 
— come, 3233 life. = 
n pertepne toſhis-p2cien . 
is that new light and heauenly bzight- 


nes, that abundice of al things, that aſ- 


ſared truſt in god, that dinine alliſtance 


to al petitions and demaundes, that 
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peace and ſecuritie of conſcience, that 
diuine pꝛouidente and that 
flouriſhing garden is the dec- 
king and garniſhment of grace) the 
fountayns which floweth continually, 
which is the great-plenty of al things, 
thoſe ſupernal ioyes which excede the 
capacitie of man, that lifting- vp of the 
ſpirite whiche tan not be angmented 
by any aſſiſtance of humaine nature, 
. Theſe fauours and pzerogatiues pꝛo⸗ 
miſed by God, are al the wozkes of his 
mercy, the influence of his grace, the 
teſtimonies of his loue, the effec of the 
fatherly pꝛouidente he extendeth to his 
ſeruauntes, Upon euerp one of theſe J 
could ſay much moze then the bꝛeuitie 
of this volume wil permit, ſoz that eue⸗ 
ry of them would aſke a ſeueral Trea- 
tiſe. Wherefoze the iuſt ſhal re ioyce of 
al theſe god thinges, both in this life, 
and in the life to come, whereof the vn- 
iuſt ſhal be vtteriꝑ deſtitute. By which 
meanes marke what oddes is betwirt 
the one part and the other, nowe that 
. theſe are ſo faudured from heauen, — 
E 


11 of a ſinner. I 
thoſe in ſuch diſtrefſe and penury,foz 
thou cider aduiſedly al things befoze 
treated of, + doeſt waygh the eſfate and 
condition both of the iuſt and vniuſt, 

thou ſhalt finde that the lot of the righ- 
teous is in the fauour of God, but that 
of the vngodly in vtter diſgrace: theſe The eſtate 
are his freendes, the other his pꝛoleſſed of the god 
foes: theſe enivy the light, the other and of the 
dwel in darunes: theſe in euyl. 
delight with Angela, thoſe with d2y2ye 
ſwine: theſe are free in darde, maſters 
of the ſelues, thoſe other the thzals and 
vaſſals of Satan: theſe line in vnitie, 
thoſe other in deadly diſtoꝛd: the truſt 
and teſtimonie of a falſe conſcience des 
lighteth theſe, and to the others minds 
reſozteth alwayesthe guylt of their fil- 
thy facts: theſe with a reſolute minde 
abide the bzunt of tribulation in their 
accuſtomed place, thoſe other-as light 
chaffe are repelled by the winde: theſe 
depende 'vpon the anker of hope, thoſe 
other haue no ſtay to leane vnto,beeing 
obiected to euer chaunce and chaunge 
of eee the pzayers ot theſe 
are. 


SANS Kere Nen 


Pipers — ory mind ae 
and gouernment of God, they icepe ſe⸗ 

curelv vnder the wings and ſhadow of 
his pꝛouidente: but the others exclu- 
ded from this dinine pꝛotection, wan- 
der to & fro as ſcattered beaſtes with 
out head 92 guide, thzuſt out to apparit 
perils and alaroms of foztune, Then if 
ſuch and ſa excellent perfections do ac- 
company vertue, reſtraynt can 
there be, why thou ſhouldeſt not im- 
bꝛace fo ſoueraigne a thing: what canit 
thou alleage fo; thy thy excuſe herein? To 
wꝛangle and ſay; this is not true, can- 
not extenuat thy guvlt, ſteing thou ſceff 
howe it is founded vpon the infallible 
wozde of God, and teſtimonies: of the 
ſcripture, To ſay theſe perfections are 
of mal pzice,auayleth not, foz that (as 


J haue befoze mentioned) they 2 
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tidinges of _ 
fake thiz to à litle — thon 
wilt beaſured hereof, graunt thy ſelfe 
vnto the woꝛde of God, and confident- 
ly commit thy ſelfe into his handes, 
toſe thy ſelfe from the bondes whiche 
bath'y Wonne the, and thou 
fame of vertue i is leſſe 
— — nancy 


ih 0 0 The 8 
To pereer in Gone vyitha t PEPE, 
excuſes andelelayes, intending to amend 
= * hereafter, deceyueth a Chriſtian 
For by this meanes he 
e- | burieth. hins: felfe- in the 
durterounghill of vyce, and vvaxetli 
dayly more prone cherevnto, in ſuche 
vviſe that iniquitie taking deepe roote in 
the intrails of his minde, vvyl very hard- 
ly inte 129 


Fs, The 


uer want Nacient wonted — 
lapes: foz as it is wꝛitten e that wil 
ſhake off his friend, ſerchett oz a cauſe 


one onely woke Wl 

this laying c fulficerh them to amend 

hereafter, and then to reduce the courſe 

of their life to a better oder: foliſhly 

feyning to themſe lues that it is to hard 

a matter fo: them ſo to da, 

and that time to come they may at⸗ 

fkempt x atthieue this thing with moze 

Dow fond latilitie: whiche is one ol the grolleſt 

iy a man errours wherewith a man may deinde 

deceyueth him ſelfe, Foz if thou myndelt 5 — 
lelte. to pzorcede and perſeuer in that peril⸗ 

toas path wherein thou art entred, ſtill 

augmenting the heape of thine iniqui⸗ 

ties , howe cant, thou fo eaſily pres 

er 


nual 
ſhal be moze foztified and confirmed, 
and nature ſhal be cozrupted 


puddle of iniquitie. Then howe can it 
D # © - 

be moze eaſy fo2 thee to perfo2me this 
buſineſſe, being encreaſed with theſe 
newe difficulties, by reaſon of thy per⸗ 
ſeueraunce in ſinne. If enery- tune 


The Conuerſion 


folly, and haſte runned a race ſo farre 
from the trade of vertur ; hal then be 
moſt eaſy fo the to atfaynetherevn- 
to. But among theſe things what ſhal 
power ofcufteme and 


A ap of the great 
of the foꝛte the hath to binde and wꝛap 
ther faſt in wickednes. Foz true it is, 
that as they whiche faſten a nayle in a⸗ 
ny thing, with euery ſtroke they dꝛiue 
it further in, and yet with other ſtrokes 
further, and ſo the moze ſtil they ſtrike, 
the moꝛe they faſten it, and wareth 
thereby the moze harde to pul out as 
gayne: In like maner by echeenyl fact 
we commit, vice, as it were with a by- 
tle, is moꝛe derper rammed into our 
minde, where it is fixed ſo faſte that 
there tan very hardip be founde any 
fo:cc able to remoue it. Whereby we 
ſz not leldome that the old age of thoſe 
who in their flouriſhing veeres were 
wholly geuen to carnality,is often ſub⸗ 
tect to the diſſolute manners of their 
youth, yea although thep then abhozre 
them, and nature thereof diſclapmeth 
viterly; whichonely commoth to paſt 
| thzoug 


»Y 


death, which i 


th 0 . 
1 — 


Foꝛ it 

of the wick de ful of thole vices 
that they vſed in their youth, which ſhal 
accipany them in their graves, infuch 
ſozt,that vice hath-noother ende than 
b dilColutis t extinguiſh⸗ 
ment of al things, which onely 
ſuſtiſeth to redꝛeſſe and cure it. And the 
cauſe hereof is cuſtome conſirmed, whi⸗ 
che nowe is growen to nature, Foz vi⸗ 
cious appetites faking ſuch rote in tte 
bones t bowelsiof their ſoule, is euen 
Hke vnto a ioynt ague, whiche hauing 
ſetled it ſelfe- in the intrails of a man, 
— — — 
th our in 
reſurrection of Lazarus, which had lien 
dead nowe fowze dayes, whom God 
called agayne to life with ſuche vehe⸗ 
ment ſhzikes —— 
ding he raiſed many from death befoze, 
with ſuche facilitie, to make it 
knowen vnto' — 
was that God rayſed him agayne,who 


fowze daies had bene dead and burped. 
J. iii. This 


p bones. Job. 10. 
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as Saint Auguſtine openeth this 

nas) ol fu ——— is 

— — = — ee 
in 3 


——— inſinnes and he that is 
come fs this povnt, is Lazarus lying. 
dead fours dayes, who! can not be reui⸗ 
ved but with the loude lamentations 
and teares of our. Danioure Af perad- 
— . thi chaunce vn 1 (which 


any) tel me 
what lawe cauſt thay: fo; thy 
lewdepeCe,that God 2e all worlds 
hauing lowed and created thee to inueſt 
ther with the glozy of eternal felieitie, 
wilt not conſume in the ſeruite of him 
who hath bene thy benefactour 6 friend 
ſo long, this hozte the iſe that 
thou sniapeſtt. 


The Argument. 
—. — deferred 
e doeth 
n * them his grace to dye 


vycl. 
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cated the'whole-tearme of thy lice to 


pulouſiy they ſpeabe in 
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deuotion of the diuell, wilt in the ende 
require to be rewarded of God oel 
thou not behold herein euen — 
the fine folithe Uirgins did prepare, 
whereor the Euangeliſk ſheweth, that 


they were making them ready when 


they ſhoulde haue giuen vp their ac- 
tomptes : Therefoze howe canſt thou 
expect an better ſuetelle, than thou art 
admoniſhed by this example, tontinu⸗ 
ing in the ſelle ſame carefulneſſe, God 
is mightie, x can inſpire vpon vs true 
—— when he liſt, bat how ol⸗ 

ten it happeneth at this howze, and 
howe fewe they be which then repent 
bartily,aſke S. Auguſtine, S. Ambꝛoſe, 
S. Oregoꝛp, and al other Saintes, and 
thou ſhalt ſer howe peciſely and ſcrn- 
matter, 
and thou ſhalt wel percedue what a 
madnes it is ſo confidently'to commit 
thy ſelfe to the mercy ol a gulfe, where⸗ 
vnto ſo many ſkilful Pilots did pale. 
with ſach great honour and feare. To 


dye wel is a knowledge which — 
x | es E 


1 * 4 7 494 
of a ſinner. "= 46 
be learned al the: life befoze, foz:inthe 
. 
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JUUL of death the - 
with ſo manp cares # grie! 
is a general rule, that as the liſe is 

every man ſuche is his death Wherby The death 
it foloweth; chat i the life be miichte⸗ of the wic⸗ 
uous, the death is miſerable;errept god Red is con: 
foꝛ ſome ſpetial pu fozmable 
otherwiſe; Theſe be nut my oz, hut fo their 
the Apoſtles ſayings. Che ende ot te 
vngodly ſhal be like vnto their deſerts. 

Foꝛ ſpeaking generally, neyther do 
we lokefoz a god ruent of wicked be⸗ 
ginniges, noꝛ of: god attemptes euvl 
happes. Meade oner the whole Byble, 
and than ſhalt not finde any thing Te- 
peated ſo oft as this, What ſede a man 
ſoweth, ſuche crap ſhal he gather: and 
that in the ertremitie ol death the vn⸗ 
iuſt ſhal renpe the fruite of their tra 
nails:and that God will impart to eue⸗ 
rv man acco2ding fo his merites:t that 
the death. ol enery man ſhal be confo2- 
mable to the life he hath lead: and that 
the iuſtite 2 


ö =, 


num 


— would — moze 
often to out vie we than this. 
Wherefoze if thy wozkes be wicked, 
—UUÜUU 
thereof; but that 
— wil ſucceede as the beginning 
and middle hath bene 2-What thing 
cls ſhal we thinke him to gather in the 
"other life, but cozruption, who in this 


lite hath ſo wen nothing els but coꝛrup | 


tion? Peraduenture as our 
ſayth, we may gather roſes of thoznes, 
figges of furbuſhes. xc. It nn 
the wicked, as Salomon ſapth, decli⸗ 
neth towards death, and his fote pathe 
leadeth directly to hell, what other pot 
tan be erpeced after this nauigation, 
but euen uche an ende as where the 
wall oz tr& ſhal fal, whiche bendeth fo 
one ide, but in that part whither it bo⸗ 
werh moſte. Foz he whole 3 
do 


| V Veoug t not to abuſe . — 


SSANG n 


of 
in ſinne edfidence 
Jn ſuffer fo 


ene, For if 


that al — aller avvayq 
he vvil alſo ſuffer that « 
ſtill ay oye Rhys 
_— 


bee cee, 
77 


is the merry of Gov, 
whichvothenb enboiden ther in _—_— 


——— to diſpleaſe 


—— — this 


by, The| 
75 of reaſoning, but rather in 
this faſhion , That God beeing ſo god, 
ought to be honoured, obeyed, e imbꝛa⸗ 
ted, abous al ether. thinges :whercfoze 
ſith God. is pityful, it is gd reaſon 
that in him J oulde repoſe my whole 
truſt and that be wil pardon 
my fret be they neuer (ſo hay⸗ 
that I deteſt them vtterly,tur- 
ning n ſeite vnts him luith a ſincere 
—— Wut pꝛochding alwayes in 
ünne, belteue it wel he will not abeare 
— will condemne ther and —— 
moze, whom he luffereth ſo 
jack vs canſt not gayneſay me, that 
of an nn partes of the _ 
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and the lawe of his-Goſpel-and of dis 

tuſtice,that foz thy ſakeſhould be made 

ade ede ee tha n 
e 

the tranſareſſion of ourfirt — 


and with them the blot ——— ge⸗ 


neration, and deſtrumion ol the whole 
wozlde; with the great floyd, and the 
daeadtull deſolation oft Pieruſalem, 
of Babylon, of Niniuie.,:and of ma- 
ny other noble Cities and:Pzouinces, 
And with this he ſuffred.alſo that hel 
ſhoulde be enlarged, and that dayly ſg 
many milliona af ſoules ſhould tumble 

thither ; And wil he not.ſuffer likewiſe 
that thine-ſhalpaſe the ſame way, li- 
ning as diſo2derly as they did befoze 
the? But thou maͤyſt objec, that then 
God was rigozous, and is become now 
moze milde and curteous,gud pet with 
Park amo yen mp, ory 
Que ewe ety alto 

e eare 
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#039 thalbe Tetned if thou enter — 
therein, Oz art thou of ſurh power that 
God ſtandeth in nirde of ther, and mut 
beare with the perfozce 2 Dz half thou 
any bill of his hande, whereby' de 
bound to beſtow bpon thee ſuch 
pꝛiuileges? If the childꝛen ot 


utd 


which were pzivtledged by the merite 
of their parentes,God did not ſpare ta 


. uniſh them acco:ding to their deſerts, 
2 that they offended greenouſty in his 
ſight,fo that many of them died miſera⸗ 
bly in his difgrace: whence halte thou 
this confitence ſo to aſſure th ſelfe of 
thy ſafetie * Thau dpeſt erre, deare b20- 
ther, yea thou offendeft, if thon take 
this to be truſt a hape in mee 
1 d2 the 

2 e, te, fob ryae 6 


The Conuer fion 


Arbe ment. 
To fay that the love of the vvorlde is the 
cauſe * ſinne, is a excule, procee · 
ding from a corrupt & carnal Chriſtian, 
vrho hath no taſte nor ſent of ſupernall 
bliſſe. VVherefore he abieQeth thoſe 
vvhich are true and aner ſearcheth 
buſily after falſe, frayle, and momentall 
pleaſures, which preſtnuy he pereeyueth 
not, Then should he knoyy 2 deceipt 
and danger of them, and hovve perfect 
good are the ſpiritual delightes. | 
The. xi. chapter. by 
IS 7 thou wilt ſay, 
das the done of the wozide 
N bath thy hart and handes falt 
harlde wich the fetters ol her 
aoorithing vanities, and that ſhe if is 
that maketh ther to decline from thy 
wel attempted voyage. This is the 
ercule of one that hath not taſted of the 
ſpit itual delights, and therfoze deũreth 
tozpoꝛal comfoꝛt. Che country clone 
dermeth that there is no bꝛauer palace 
anye where than his rude eotage at 
Dome fo; Law; x who ſawe thy IgE 
re 


UE hap wg ai —_ thou art 
tlenſed, Depart krom me, get vou aut 
af my houſe, in ſuche ſozte as men cons 
temne their falſe gods, after they knom 
the amnipotent God: n wyll they re⸗ 
teit the vanities ol the weꝛlde, ſo ſane 
as they haue afimacke of the true cele⸗ 
ſtial bliſſe. Foz: (as Saint Barnarde 
ayth) at the firſt taſte of ſpiritual cum⸗ 
fozt,al fleche from whence iffueth eache 
earthly delight, leeſeth his ſente. Foz 
this is that Sy2enſang;that dzeame.of 
Sirtes, which hath bewitched ſo many 
wꝛetches But inapening this deceipt; 
anather fraude that lurked erſt, appea⸗ 
reth in ſight, which ia, that they are not 
onely:ignozaunt of theTpiritual bliſſe, 
but alſo of the tempozall iopes them ⸗ 
ſelves :fo2 if they knem them tbꝛougb⸗ 
ly, it is not poſſible: that they ſhoulde 
Ike them ſo wel as they dw. Foz tell 
— wg the woald and al the iolitie 
thereof, (if wih intozrunte eyes ve 
rightly regarde it. his guiſe, his begin⸗ 


— pꝛogreſle) what is this wozld 
Azp,other thana heape of wo, a ſchojx 
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2 The Comierſtan 
— rn 
ly thinges than ther be in deve, Go. 

round about the ſea and lande, wander 

whither thou wilt (as ſayth . Augu⸗ 
ſtine) and thou Walt find waetchednes, 
euery where, if thou walke not in the 
way-of the Lo2des.in whom GY 
—_—— Ts! 
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— the. intlination of 

mans appetites. This is one of the 
paintipal-cauſes that make th men to 
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allegations, 


knowe not yet the firſt letter that ffan- 
deth in the Alphabet of this lawe, 3 
haue any ſmacke of this myſterie. O 
thou vnhappy wꝛetthe which makeſt 


p:ofeCion- to be a Chꝛiſtian, tel me 1 


keſe che the, wherefoꝛe came Chꝛiſte 


into the woꝛzlde? wherefoze did he ſhed 
his blond? why did he i | 
ſacramentes 2 why ſent he the holye 
Ghoſt 2; what is ment dy 

by grace, by this woꝛde 


doth this reno wmed name 
Sauiour ſigniſte — invathine 
peſt? it thou knowec᷑ not, aſe of the 
Euangeliſt, who ſayth, His name ſhal 
be Jeſu, fo2 it ſhal bs be that ſhal ſane 
his people from their inne But what 
is it to be a ſauiour and dehuerer from 
ſinne, ik by him we des not merite par- 
don fo2 our offentes paſſed, and grace 
to excuſe thoſe that are to tome: Foz 
what rauſe came Chʒiſt info the woꝛld, 
if not to helpe vs to ſaluation? Wher- 


kane dyed he vpon the-crole, if notto 


lay 


ws 


though they be-Chziltians, 
and ine vnder the lawe of grace, they 
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flay inne:; wohy did he riſe agayne after 
his death, ik not to reuiue vs: Likewiſe 
whereloꝛe ſpont he his bloud, if not fo; 
a medicine able to heale thy keſtred 
woundes? wherefoze oꝛdepned ye ſo 
many Satramentes, if not foz a ſpe⸗ 
cial remedie agaynſt ſinne⸗ what is the 
tcherkeſt fruite of his commiug and paſ- 
fion, if not to ſhewe vs therby the way 
to heanen, whiche befozs was auftere 
and difficult As appeareth by Cſatas, 
where he ſayth;: At the comming of 
Meſſias, the croked wayes-ſhall-bes 
come ſtraight, and the bytter paſſages 
pleaſaunt;large, and wyde. Beſydes.al 
this, why did he ſende his holy ghoſt,if 
not of lleſhe to make thee ſpiritualeand 
wherefoze did ho ſende it in the foꝛme 
of fire, if not to the ende thou ſhouldeſl 
be enflamed as fire, illuminated, foztis * 
fled, and tran(fozmed into himſelfe, and 
; ſhould dzawe ther to heauen whence he 
deſcended, that he might powze vpon 
the the grace and vertue that ſloweth 
from him abundantly, therby to lighten 
the beauy poke of ſinne, and to mitigat 


* 


the 


beginning, the middle, and ende of the 


a ſinner. | 
the exerciſe of vertue, by reioyſing in 


comming in temptations. This is the 


Goſpel, that as one carnal man 4 a ſpn- 
ner ( whiche was Adam) made vs all 
earthly and ſinners; ſo an other man 
being celeſtiall and iuſte (deſcending 
frombeauen) made vs al celeſtial and 
tuff, What other thing dyd the C- 
uangeliſtes wꝛite of: What other pꝛo⸗ 
miſes did the Pꝛophet fozeſpeake of ? 
what cls dyd the Apoſtles pꝛeache of: 
There is no other diuinitie but this: 
this is the woꝛde abbzeniated: this god 
wꝛote vpon the earth, this is the con- 
ſummation and abzidgement heard by 
the P2ophet Cſay, which was verified 
by the ſequel of the greatabundance of 


vertue and iuſtice, which came into the 


woꝛld immediatlp after. | 

Then (deare bꝛother) behaue thy 
ſelfe as though thou wert newly con- 
uerted to ch2iſfianitie,andaſke of ſome 
ſkilful diuine, what thou art charged 
todo by this thy Religion: of o_ 


aduerſitie, by hope in perils, e by ouer- - 
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thou ſhalt receyne no other aunſwere 
than that it behoueth the to be a god 
man: whiche to accompliſhe this pꝛo⸗ 
feſſion geueth ther comfozt courage, 
and cauſeth the carnal man to become 
ſpirituall, geuing vnto him the holy 
ghoſt, the better therebp to pꝛoctede in 
the pzemiſes, Durely it is a great ouer 
ſight that thou bearing the name of a 
Chziſtian ſo many yeres, knowelſt not 
pet what difference is betweene the 
waitten lawe and the lawe of grace; 
In this then conſiſteth the difference 
(üch thou knoweft it not) that law en⸗ 
iopned a man to be iuſt, not furniſhing 
him with fozces neceſſarie foz that ex⸗ 
ployt : but this alſo chargeth vs to be 
iuſt andgod,gening grace and hability 
to accompliſhe his commaundement: 
therefoze foz this cauſe and no other © - 
is termed, the law of grace. That p2eſ- 
ſed vs to battaple, without weapons to 
fight: willen vs to aſcende to heauen, 
but gaue vs no {adders to clumbe: pꝛe⸗ 
ſcribed to men that they ſhould be ſpiri⸗ 
* pet did it not inſpire . 
e 
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the holy ghoſt that they might be ſpiri⸗ 
tual, But nowe it is other wiſe, foz this 
lawe ceaũing, the other ſucceeded which 
farre exceeded it, by his merites, and by 
the ſacred blond of Chziſt. And yet as 
though the olde lawe were not ertin- 
guiſhed, noꝛ Chzift come into the wozld 
thou ſtandeſt Jewiſhlp contecturing 

that of thy ſelfe thou art ſufficient to 

fulfil and execute this lawe,and ſo tobe 

iuſtified. Wherfoze enery one that vn⸗ 

derſtandeth this, ſhal percepue appa⸗ 

rantly that many autho2s agree, that 

this wap of the Loꝛd is both ſwete and 

ſowꝛe. Foz lone of the woꝛdes iſſuing Pſal, 18, 
out of thy month, fayth the Pꝛophet, J 
trudge a1ournep harde and vnſavery, 
J am delighted with thy commannde- 
mentes, as with the greateft treaſures, 
Foz this way tontepneth in it ſelf both 
partes, that is, it is difficult and eaſy: 
difficult in reſpec of nature, eaſy in res 
ſpect of vertue and grace, in ſuche ſoꝛte 
that which was harde by one reaſon, is 
light by another. As our Sautour ſhe⸗ 


weep — he ſapde, that his poke _ 
, eaſy, 


a 
5 
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eaſy,and his burthen pleaſaunt : cb: x 
poke and burthen is al one in ſianifica- 
tion. But to ſay it was ſwerte, declas 
reth the facilitie he had in bearing it 
here, thꝛough the grace which was ge- 
uen bnto him: So that if thou demaun⸗ 
deft, howe it is poſſible that beetng a 
yoke it ſhonid be caſy, ſ&ing it is the 
pꝛopertie of a yoke to be heaup and 
hateful ? Wfherevnto it map be anſtwe- 
red, that God doth qualifie the arefe 
of thoſe that willinaly ſubmit them- 
ſelues fo the ſayde yoke, as he hath pꝛo⸗ 
miſed by the Pꝛophet Cſay, ſaying, J 
will be as he whiche loſeth the yoke, 
and as he that vnloadeth a mans necke 
from the waight thereof. What thing 
is moze wozthy of admiration , than 
this, that a yoke is eaſy, and that by 
God it is made poztable , foz that hum 
ſelfe ſuppozteth the burthen ! Wheres 
fo2e then doth it ſeeme a thing incredt- 
ble vnto thee, that this burther ſhoulde 
be pleaſaunt, ſ&ing God doth helpe to 
ſuſtayne it: But wilt thou ſe both theſe 
contrarieties to concur in one perfon? 


rare 
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ſuffer aduerütie in iundꝛy loztes, vet: Rom. 5. 
are we nat impacient: we liue in ex⸗ 
treme penurie,no2 fo2 this are we auer 
are we not deſtitute: we are humbled, 
vet not confounded : oppzefſed euen to 
the earth, yet not reiectedvtterly. Pow 
regarde on the one ſide the lothſome 
loade of labours, and on the other ſide 
the delight that is therin bythe benifite 
of grace, which yet the Pzophet Eſay Clay.4e. 
ſheweth moze manifeſtlv,ſaping, They 
which truſt in the Lo2de ſhal chaunge 
their ſtrength, ſhal ranneſWiftly with⸗ 
out ſweating, ſhall goe ſtill and ntuer 
be wery. Ser here the yoke made ea- 
ſy by the vertue of grace. Beholde the 
fury of the fleſhe abated and tanuerten 
to the fozce of the ſpirite, oz to tearme 
it moze rightly, the might ol men furs 
ned into ſtrength of God. Yeare howe 
the Pꝛopbet did not reſtrayne him ſelfe 
neither from labour, noꝛ from reſt, noz 
from the commoditie he gat cf the one 


and other, where he ſuide, They ranne, 
r and 


—— —_ 


and it grieuefhy them not, they went 
— —„½e 
' Wherfoze-welbeloued b:other, thun | 
oughteſt-not:to diuert from this way 
though-it:feeme ſomewhat harde and 
ſow2e, ſith-God and his grace are thy 
guides therein. Foz it is no reaſon that 
nature ſhould moꝛe pꝛeuaile thi grace, 
no: — be af moze* power than 
E, noꝛ the diuel to be greater than 
God; nog et the tuſtome and long vſe 
olf ee bre ere 
wel dwings. 


8 Tha Argainett,:: 

A man „ The not prognoſticate his 
conuerſion to God, not hisrepentaunce 
and auerfion from thoſe offences, vvher- 
by he d the diuine maieſtie 
al god. and his neighbour : : for the more 
he is ſpotted and infected vvith the filth 
of vice, and the ſlovver he is in elenſing 
and curing thereof, ſo muche the more 
he doth aggrauate the rer pe- 


naunce. 


The 
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tel — — at Anne, what follie 


vnto thy deſire hath not ben extended? 
What appetite of thine haſte thou not 
aſſayed to atcompliſhe 2 Calling God 
to thy minde, and howe thou art a chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian, what moꝛe conldeſt thou do, then 
to haue à fayth without expectation of 
the other life,and feare of future iudge⸗ 
ment 2 Mhat hath thy life ben els then 
a web of wickedneſſe, a — — 
a pathe of pleaſure, a 
diente to God? Yow 
like hitherto, but as thy appetites hath 
guyded thee; as beſt fancyed thy flethe, 
in exalting thy ſelfc ; and in the glo⸗ 
ry of the wozlbe-2 Theſe: haue beene 
thy goddes; theſe the Idols wherevnto 
thou haſte kneeled and crowched , 
Tg heſtes thou haſte fully perfour- 


med. 


— 


+ 


: 2 
- 
- 


mitted ſuch enozmous 


but in his owne innocent ſonne, Then 
if this were erecuted vpõ griene wod, 
and foz the faultes ofothers, what ſhal 
be done tn withered wod'ouercharged 
with the weight of pꝛoper offences. 
Wherfoze what can be moze vndecent 
and intolterable, than that ache a vyle 
vermin: ſhoulde delude a Loꝛde ſo pui⸗ 

launt, that with a becke oz a woꝛd can 
detrude ther into the deapth of hel and 
damnation. Loke in like ſozt vpon the 
patience/of this -Lo2de;:who * 0 

fi ng 
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— — of 
ar wn — ben is duet 


length 1; vp-the; meaſure of 
. and ta aſtaye fo pleaſe 
God, 9 his ſoule — 
—.— = 


agaynſt his diuine maie- 
3 his ſeuere iuſtice, whiche 
the moze paciently if beareth with the 
. — — 
N in ende e 
n not be reaſon that he * 
a 
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fol — — vn in 
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pteres are paſſed: 
the, and haue had charge —— 
nelle, and nom it is tine 
v ine make fy mine Ou 8 
— to gponiſdefy) wer une baute 
Wherefoze J pzay the, fith bau date 
bin ſo long, not a rrtaruer,! pit 3 d7 
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not to be reaſonabie fa the now at the 
length tu get ſome cemmoditie fo2 thy 
foute;andfaos the better ing ot᷑ thy effate 
in theother life? certainly there is no- 
thing moꝛe ſhoꝛt and vnſure than the 
life of man. Why then thau pꝛoniding 
ſocarefalip.al neceffaries foz that whi- 
che it ſo momental and tranſito2y, doſt 
not likewiſe make fome pꝛoniſion fo 
| n ener. 


+7 CThe Argument. 

An man ought to remember himſelfe,and 
= 1 — * —— 

firmely e is taught s fayth, 
vvhich chould moue —— ther tin 
louc ot frare. Al things — him to the 
loue and ſeruice of God, among vokich 
he chould acquire vviſdome, — harken 
to the vvords of Chriſt;vvbo fixed him« 
ſelfe to the croſſe — 


1 chapter. 
n . there loze if it be true as 
6 It deare b:other,and charge thes 
_ by the pꝛecious blodof _ 
| - 
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that thou remember thy ſelfe that thou 
art aChziſtian; and that thou take all 
that which our fayth teacheth foꝛ vn⸗ 
feyned veritie, which plapniv pꝛoueth 
vnto ther, that beſides other things thou 
haſt a iudge, to whoſe eye lyeth open al 
the actions and momentes of thy life, 
who wil come at a day vnwares, wher⸗ 
in he wil exact an account of thee, euen 
of euery ydle wo2de, This fayth telleth 
thee farther; that a man at his death is 
not quite extinguiſhed becauſe after 


this mozfall life ſucceedeth an other 


which laſteth eternally: and that mens 
ſoules do not perilh with their bodies, 
but that the bodics reſting andraked 
bp in their graues, the ſoules yet enter 
into a newe kingdome, and into an o⸗ 
ther new woald, where ſuche condition 
and company ſhal be aſſigned vnto the 
as their maner and behauiour hath ben 


in this life. Perevnto this fayth adioy- 
neth yet moꝛe, that as the rewardeof 


vertue, ſo the ſcourge of vice is ſo infi- 
nite, that although the whole woꝛide 


were fulofbokes, and euery creature 
| | were 
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were a Scrigener, the wzyfers would 
ſoner dye, and the wozld be at an ende, 
befoze tt conlve beknowen and treated 
of e 


idem | ireete/ This apy al- 
the, fl 


5 
er 
7 ſeas,yet they ſhould be to 


that vertne is of fuche — — 
that al the treaſures of the wozlde, and 
al that a mans hart tan deũre, may in 
no reſpect be cõpared there vnto. Wher- 
foze if ſuche and ſo great things dw ers 
hozt vs fo vertue, why be there fo fewe 
whiche imbzace it, and endeuour them 
ſelues to attapne it? A men may be 
moued with any aduauntage oz inte⸗ 
roſt, what greater gayne is there, what 
life moꝛe perdurable : It with feare, 
What ſharper pnniſhmets, what paine 
moꝛe permanent? If withthe bondes 
cf tounteous liberalitie, what _ 
de 


oba a ſinner. 
debt haue we than that which we owe 


ans, fu that —— 
creature, and not a beaſt. But if al this 


bs not — — a 
0 


pet foꝛ ————— 
in our bartes thoſe-whon#God would 
deſtroy with his owne death. 1 
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hat ſhould A ſap moze : foz all rea⸗ 
ſons are inſuticient to ge this 


uiceof — 1025: in ſuch ſoꝛt, 
that lone hoe many creatures there 
be in the wozld,ſo many pꝛechers there 
are, ſo many baokes, ſa many voyces 
which da ſtirre vs therevnfo, :Wlhere- 
foze , howe is it poſſible that ſo many 
ſh2iking.founds as here thou heareſt, 
ſo many pꝛomiſes : thundꝛing thꝛzeats, 
can beare no parte to perſwade thee 
there vnto?⸗ Mhat — could 
he de moꝛe than that he hath done, ey- 
ther by pꝛomiſing 02: fbzeatning, to 
dꝛab vs to himſelfe, and to withdꝛaw 
and ferrific us from ſinne £ This not⸗ 
withſtanding beetng-of ſutche weight, 
what ſhal Jblame the boldnes oꝛ blun- 
tiſhneſſe of men, whiche Ty” — 
aſſurc 
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aCuredly;doubt.not to dally out the day 
in ſinne; to lieepe with finne, to arpſe 
with ſinne, and to bath them ſelues in 
the beaſtlp puddle of al iniquittes: and 
to do al this without feare, without 
ſcruple, without abzidging their lepe, 
oz abating their fare, as though al their 
beltele were a dꝛeame, and the ſayings 
| of theEnangelifts fables of Titius the 
Oiaunt, and luche like: Home couldetk 
thou do moze than thou doeſt, if thou 
diddeſt doubt ol thy belefeefith it is eui⸗ 
dent that hitherto onely the ſhame and 
feare of the wozld hath bꝛidled thy ap- 
petites: vet the feare of God tan nat 
reſtrane ther krom ſatiſfying thy ſen- 
fualitie, no make the bluſhe in execu⸗ 
ting thy dineliſh deuices. Cel me, blind 
as thou art, depꝛiued 0 
bering in ſu 5 
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gers: A thou were ſet at the table and 
ſerued with meates, and ſome man 
ſhould rome vnto the (thogh a knowen 


Iver) ſaping, that the meates ſet beſoꝛe 
wonldeit 


ther were impopſoned, 
doubte and dꝛeade fo eate it, were the 
meate neuer fo delicate; and he a lyer 
that did aduiſe thee: Then il the Pꝛo⸗ 
phetes,if the Apoſtles, if the — 
liſtes, if God him ſelfe doth crye 
thee,ſaying; Death is in not, D — 
ched man, death dwelleth in gluttonie, 
which the diuel pꝛeſenteth befoze the, 
and dareſt thou to reteyue thy death 
with thy owne hands, and to dꝛink the 
dꝛam of thy damnation?What now a- 
uaileth this belefe buried in thy boſom? 
where is his light, his firmnes as tele, 
his pearfing ſharpnes, ſeeing none of al 
theſe thinges can extenuate thy ſinne? 
O madde myſer, O franticke fole, 
made ſenceleſſe by the ſuttle fleightes 
of the Serpent, adindged fo eternall 
darknefſe bothe within and without, 
foz that thou goeſt ſtraight from in⸗ 
warde to outwarde darkncfle; Blinde 
thou 


ol a ſinner. 


i ſeeſt not; 
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— of —— ſufficient to 
cauſe the gnplt- the Philoſophers to 
be inercuſable,foz that they knowing 
God in a ſoz, did not gloziffe him pe 
the Apoſtle ſayth.) Howe muche lefſe 
can he excuſe himſelf whoſoener he be, 
haning receyned the light offayth, and 
the water ol baptiſme, and yerely re- 
ceyueth the holy Cõmunion, and euery 
day heareth his dearine, dothe nothing 
that belongeth therevnto;:as the Phi- 
loſophers them ſelues haue ſhewed to 
haue done in their liues? But what 
thal we inferre of al that we haue ſayd 
there is no other ſence, do other wiſe⸗ 
dome, no other counſel in the wozide, 
but to reiect al the lettes and intr icate 
cares ot this life, and to purſue that on⸗ 
ly path, where is obteyned ſure peace 
and eternal bliſſe? To this reaſon doth 
inuite vs iuſtice, lawe, heauen, earth, 
hel, life, death, and the merty ol God. 
To this the holy ghoſt doth eniopne vs 
by the mouth of Eccleũ aſtick, ſaying, 


My ſonne, emplop the llouriſhing rel 


* 
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of thy pouth to diſeipline, that in thy 
age thou mayſt ſucke the ſwete ſappe 
of ſapiente, as he lohiche tilleth and 10- 
weth, expedeth with patience the com⸗ 
modity that groweth therol. Thy greefe 
and ſmarfe-ſhall be very dender, and 
ſone ſhalte haue a plentyfull harueſt. 
My ſonne harken to my woꝛdes, and 
deſpiſe not the aduiſe J geue ther: put 
voluntarily thy feste into the fetters 
that pꝛudente hath pzepared, and thy 
necke into her one: bowe downe thy 
ſhoulders, and take her bondes vppon 
thee,and let it not græue the to be tyed 
therewith: Couple thy ſelle to her with 
al thy hart, with al thy foꝛces, and with 
al thy might: Follow her fwteſteppes, 
ſearcho her-diligently, and thou thalte 
finde her, and when thou haſte founde 
her, leeſe her not agayne in any con- 
dition. Fo2 the ſhal gene comfozte- to 
the croked age, and that whiche earſt 
ſemed ſow2e and tedions bnfo ther, 
ſhal betome ſweꝛte and delectable, and 
her ſetters ſhal be the koundation of 
nes the ie wels of 
J.. glozy, 
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glozy. Foz in that happy lite her bonds 
are the bulwarkes of health. Thus 
muche ſapth Eccleſtaſticke, by whiche 
wozdes he notifieth vnto vs the great 
beautie, the delightes, the libertie and 
ryches of true  wiſedome , whiche is 
vertue it ſelfe, and the knowledge of 
God, of whiche we heare treate. But 
if this be not ſufficiente to molliſie 
thy ſfony harte, lyfte vp thy eyes and 
loke not to the water of the wozlbe, 
whiche fleeteth quickly, but beholde 
that lozde, who dying vppon the croſle, 
and ſharply ſatiſfying foz that whiche 
thy ſinnes deſerued, Where he ſtan⸗ 
deth in that fozme as thou ſeſf, with 
his fete faſtened, to ſtape fo2 the, and 
with his armes ſtretcht-ab2oade fo re⸗ 
cepue the, and with his bead declining 
to gene the at thy comming (as to the 
pꝛodigal ſonne) the ſwete kiſle of re⸗ 
conciliation. There he calleth to the 
(if thou haſt p grace to heare him) with 
ſo many cryes as he hath woundes in 
al his body, Jmagine with thy ſelfe 


. thou heareſt his wozdes in thy 
harte, 


turne vnto me, fo2 3 will recetue L. 
Thou knoweſt wel that thou halt co 
mitted adultery, with all thoſe lovers: 
thou luſteſt after, vet foz al this tucne 
vnto me, and J wyll pardon ther: 
turne vuto me, J ſap, fo J am thy 
father, thy God, thy creatoꝛ, thy ſas 
uiour, thy fapthfull kriende, thy onelp 
benefactoz, thy full and perfect felicitie, 
thy finall ende. In me thou halt finde 
reſt, iope, peace, health, trueth, wiſe- 
dome, and all treaſures, In me thou 
ſhalte finde the flowing vayne of the 
liuelp water, whiche chaſeth thirſte 
away, and lyfteth vp a man to lyfe e⸗ 
ternall. In me thou ſhalt ſtande lpke 
vnto the tr& planted by the ryuers 
ſyde, whiche peldeth his kruite in 
due and conuenienk tyme, whiche 
neuer l&ſeth his berdure , and all 
that he doeth ſhall ſuccede pꝛoſpe⸗ 
rouſip. 

My bꝛother, theſe are the voyces,the 


dzums, t trũpeta, wherwith gods eter⸗ 
J. ij. nall 
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nall wifedome ,"talleth laners dnte 
him, if thou wilt harken fo this harmo⸗ 
nie, and not lyſten to the ©yzen ſongs 
of the ſubtil f ne thy ſelfe vn- 
to'God, and 2 thy lyfe ſpedyly, 
to the whiche ende this Treatiſe is 
-add2efſed.But howe this is to be 
perfourmed, ſhal be ſhewed 
in the nerte bo- 
lume. 


The ende of the Conuerſion 


the Maa eget T2199 
A Nt” man whiche co mes 
come vnto God, tnuſt make his er 
through the pare of edmp unchion, gt 
rally confeſcing; al his offences. ol 
onto it hal 3uyle him muche, to exerciſe 
him ſelfe euer d in certa ayne prayers 


e in che conſi 


of ial. 227 


- 


laſte ſonne r 
and openeth — — 
beames of — vertue, and kno- 
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firſt pa b ſtraights 
of — wt =o it beh zueth him 
ruthfully to recazde in his minde his 

exceſſes, and firme- 


to he en 5 
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rio d;temozce of con- 

ſcietice, 35 is the 115 the penitent 

at that jm ta vl 5 ove pꝛavers 

And £6 ns as i any meanes 

Maße ffirre bin d feares and doloux. 
To the which: 


deration LU 


— — Theſe: — 
like conſtderationa maꝝ moue vs to ſo⸗ 
rowe, und to the deteſtation of ſinns, 
whithe is the cherſeſt parte ol repen ; 
.tauntes In the which we ſhonid exer⸗ 
rn date Ad the 3 bf 

ue 
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of the minde. 

fiue 02 ſire dayes, but the greateſt part 
ol our life. Mherein manp penitents 
are decepued, who beeing moſt viligent 
in ſcouring their conſcience; and ſcans 
ning their faultes, are quite careles in 
bewayling of them, whereas both the 
one and the other are moſt neceſſarie, 
but chefly the laſt. And J thinke very» 
ly, that the cauſe why.ſo many faynte 
in the folowing of vertue, and inlong 
time can not attayne to perfection, and 
ſometyme to ſurteaſe their tourney be⸗ 
gonne, is, becauſe they haue not layde 
a ſure foundation, no2 haue not plans 
ted the rotes depe pnough in this 

ererciſe, Foz this beeing the pyller ok 
all the buplding, when the foundation 
it ſelfe is feeble, the wozke can not be 
firme whiche is erected vpon it. To 
the whiche ende it is very neceſſary 
to aſſigne certapne dayes, ' many 02 
fewe, as the holy ghoſt ſwal direc” vs, 
wherein (as J haue ſayde befoze) we 
may exerciſe our ſelues in all ſuche 
pꝛapers and meditations as mave 


induce vs to this ſozrowe. Foz the 
4. lig plays 


F 
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Contemplations 
vplayner declaration of this docrine, J 
minde to impart vnto vou a fewe of the 
foꝛeſapde conſiderations; whiche may 
ſerue, not onely to ſtirre vs to be ſo2y 
fa2 our ſinnes, and to the hatred therof, 
but alfofo allure vs fo the loue of ver⸗ 
tue, and to the feare of God, and to the 
contempt of the wozld, foz all this is 
nedeful to nouices and beginners, 


1, CThe Argument. 

He that liſte to encline his harte to the 
hatred of ſinne, and to the dread of God, 
mult conuey him ſelſe into ſome couert 
corner. and muſt bende and imploy his 
minde to the contemplation of the hea · 


uenly bliſſe, and the iniquities yvhich a- 
bounde here in earth. 


The. ij. Chapiter. 
Hoſoener then will haue his 
N & hart ſefled herevpon, and wil 
„ Dlatten this firmly inhis mind, 
| muſt euerp day once os twiſe 
take a time moſt quiet and conuenient 


foz that purpoſe, aud ſequeſtring him 


ſelfe into aſecrete plate, al other *. 
* 


of the minde. 


lp thoughtes and vayne imaginations 
being lapde aparte, arming him ſelfe 
ficſt with the ſhielde of fayth, and hum- 
bly crauing the grace of the holy ſpirite 
to aſliſte him in this behalfe : aſſuming 
to him ſelfe the minde of that denoute 
nublican, which durſt not to lift vp his 
epes fowardes heauen, foz the contu⸗ 
ſion and hozrour of his offences. Let 
him repeate ſome general confeſſion,oz 
els the Pſalme Miſerere mei deus, with 
ſo great deuotion as he can deniſe, and 
ſodenly let him apply his minde to the 
conſiderations folowing, that by this 
meanes he mape attayne the feare of 
God, thꝛough the ſoꝛowe, the dꝛead, and 
deteſtation of ſinne. 


¶ The Argument. 


In the firſt cofideration a chriſtian ought 
to runne ouer the multitude of the war 


tal offences that he hath committed. 
| (The.itj.Chapter. 
Taran may ſtirre vs 


to the wo and hatred of our ini⸗ 


quities, is, to cõſider the infinite 
num⸗ 


Contemplations 


number of them, and to fire them be- 
foꝛe our epes, as a terrible troupe of ar⸗ 
med Souldters, that the ſoule may be 
appalled with ſo hideous a fpecacle, 
Kunne oaer therefoze bzeflp all the 
commatindementes of God, thꝛough al 
the capital ſianes, thꝛough all the ſen⸗ 
ſes, the powers and partes aſwel of thy 
bodp, as of thy ſoule, and thou ſhalt per⸗ 
tepue that there is ſcarſe any com⸗ 
mandement which thou haſt not tranſ⸗ 
greſſed, no2 anp ſinne wherein thou 
haſte not ſonke, noz any ſenſe exter⸗ 
nal oꝛ internal, whiche thou haſte not 
abuſed, no2 any benefife whiche thou 
haſte imploped fo that ende fo2z which 
it was geuen ther: But as the Pꝛo⸗ 
phete ſapth, God hath geuen thee his 
golde and ſilner, and therewith thou 
haſte ſerued Baal. Loke therefo2e ins 
to thy ſelfe thzoughly, and viewe the 
race of thy lyfe paſſed, and thou ſhalt ſc 
a huge webbe fraught full of decctpf, 
of trecherie, of pꝛide, of lyes, of flouth, 
of enuie, of couetouſneſſe, of hatred, 
of entiſementes, of blaſphemie, _ 
ice, 


death,notudgment,no payn 


of the minde. 
lice, and of a thouſande other maners 
ol miſchiefes: and thou ſhalt finde that 
like a bꝛutiſhe beaſt, in all and euery 
of theſe thou haſt folowed and' faiftiled 
thy ſenſuall delightes, without regarde 
ofthe lawe of iuſtice oz reaſon, and 
thou ſhalt percepue that thou haſt liued 
as à Gentil oꝛ pagan altogether, which 
neuer knew God, oz as though thou ſo 
belteueſt that there were no God, no 
e, no blifſe, 
noz any thing els to be thought, but e⸗ 
uen tobe boꝛne, and to dye. Me then 
that hath liued this manp veres ſo diſ⸗ 
o2derly, ſhall it not be reaſon that be 
imploy the fe we dayes that are remay⸗ 
ning of his life, in be wayling his foz- 
mer peres fondly confomed, and fo 
fele ſenſibly the ruine and decay of the 
powers of his ſoule, and the: time that 
he might haue gayned in this whyle, 
which he ſhal not get hereafter? Foz 
time loſte can neuer bee reconered. 
Thꝛow tberefoze thy ſelfe do lune pꝛo⸗ 
ſtrate befo2e the fete of thy ſauiour, and 


with a peliue hart ſay as foloweth, Þy 
ſinnes 


_ Contemplitions 
finnes, O Toꝛde, are in number about 
the landes of the Sea. J baue ſpotted 
my ſelfe with the filth ol euer p vice, and 
my offences are ſo multiplyed; that x 
deſerue not, noꝛ dare not to beholde the 
heauens, becauſe J haue p2onoked thy 
w2ath,and haue done euil in thy ſight. 


Ihe Argument. 

In the ſeconde conſideration he should 
conſider, that by ſinne is loſte the grace 
and comfort of the holy ghoſt, the mu- 
tual amitie, the fauour and fatherly pro- 
tection of god, the participation of al the 
good things done in the vniuetſal Chur- 
che, and the benifites of Chriſtes paſsion. 


The. iiij. Chapter. | 
V ©igh farther, of howe great frea- 
ſures vice doth rob and ſpople the, 
which is one of the conſiderations that 
ſhould moſte affcight a Chʒiſtian, what 
focuer he be, examining th:zoughly on 
the one ſyde what is loſte by ſinne, and 
on the other, with what facilitie cares 


leſſe men offende daply, Foz by mon 
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ofthe minde. 
lofte the-graco of the holy gholt, which 
is the moſt pzecious giſte that God can 
beſtowe vpon his belt beloved in this 
life. It robbeth vs alſd of the fauour of 
God which alwayes actompanieth his 
grace, And if it be a great grieſe to le&ſe 
the fauour of an earthiy Pꝛinte, howe 
muche greater ſhould the areefe be, fo 
incurre the diſpleaſure of him that is 
king of heauen and earth. It berceneth 
vs of the vertuous flowing from aboue, 
of the giftes of the holy Ghoſt, where⸗ 
with the ſoule is made bzight and pure 
in the ſight of God, and is armed and 
animated agapnſt the fo2ce 4 violence 
of- the enimie. Jt robbeth the ſoule of 
his intereſt in heauen, which pꝛocedeth 
from the ſame grace, ſith that by grace 
gloꝛy is geut (as the Apoſtle faith) Alſo 
of the ſpirit of adoption, which maketh 
vs the ſonnes of God, 4 in ſterde theres 
of infecteth vs with the fary of rebel⸗ 
tion, which cauſeth vs fo impugne his 
holy pleaſure, whereby we lerſe the 
entertaynement due vnfo ſonnes, and 
the father lp pꝛouidence which * — 
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keth of thoſe whom he recepuefh fox 
his childzenz which is one of the grea⸗ 
teſt treaſures that in this life maye be 
enioyed, Mherein the Pꝛophet reiop⸗ 
ted not without god cauſe, when he 
ſayde, J am right glad (O Lozde) be- 
cauſe J ſ& my ſelfe ſhzewded vnder the 
ſhadowe of thy windes, whiche is, vn- 
der the pꝛotedion and fatherly pꝛoui⸗ 
dence that he hath of his choſen people. 
By ſinne is loſt the peace, the quiet, 
and comfozt of a guyltleſſe conſcience, 
the ſwerteneſſe and ſolace of the holy 
ghoſt, the fruite and merite of the ver- 
tuous actions that thou haſt wzought 
al thy life befoze,cnen vntil that houre, 
the participation of al thoſe treaſures 
which the Church holdeth in her cuſto- 
die. Finally,byſinne is loſte the partt- 
cipation and fruition of the merites 
whiche flowe from Chꝛiſtes paſſion, 
who is our head,becauſe a ſinner is not 
incozpozated in his body as a hinely 
member th2ough grace and charitie. Al 
this is loſt by one mozfal offence, and 
that which is gayned thereby, is, to — 
adiu 


ofthe minde. 


adiudged fo eternall tozmentes; and 
fo2 that time to be cancelled out of the 
boke of lpfe, and in ſtede of the ſonne 
of God, to he made the vaſſall and 
bondeſlaue of Satan: and in ſfede of 
the temple and ſeate of the moſt bleſ⸗ 
ſed Trinitie, to become the denne of 
theeues, the neaſt ofſerpentes, the re⸗ 
cetpt and harbour of venomous Ba⸗ 
ſilſkes, This is the guerdon conue⸗ 
nient foz ſinne, whereby thou mayeſt 
learne whether it be not god reaſon to 
tremble and quake, beholding with 
howe little ſcruple of conſcience, with 
what facilifie and confidence, ſo mas 
ny careleſſe men offende without mea- 
ſure, And farther, what reaſon it 
were that thou bedeweft thy cheekes 
with bloudy teares , if not fo2 the 
loue of God, pet at leaſt fo2 thine owne 
diſtr eſſe, whiche haſt loſte ſuche ineſti⸗ 
mable ryches, foz ſo ſmal a myte as is 
the delight and taſte of one freſpaſſe, Jf 
Cſau wayled and wept ſo bitterly, be⸗ 
cauſe he had leſt his inheritance in lew 


of the like taſte ; with what cryes and 
com- 
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complaynts ſhouldeſt thou fill heauen 
and earth, fo; the loſſe of ſo woꝛthy a 
patrimonte ? that with grefe and ſ02- 
rowes ſharpe, thou mapſt recouer the 
thing thou halt loſte by daliaunce and 
delightes. 


TThe Argument, 

In the thirde confideration he shoulde 
thinke- vpon gods benefites beſtovved 
vppon man, that he might be abashed 
thereat, and be ashamed of himſelfe. And 
therefore enioyne himſelfe to ſome sharp 
afſliction, for that he hath bene a crea. 

ture ſo vngrateful and vnkinde, 
The. v. Chapter. 4 
5 Oz the better replication of 
| this,ponder in thy minde the 
f infinite number of Gods be⸗ 
nefites. Foz howe muche the 
mo2e a man wayeth howe bountpfull 
God hath bene towards him: ſo muche 
the moꝛe he ſhal be confounded in him⸗ 
ſelf ſteing how wicked he hath ſhewed 
him ſelfe to God, In this ſozt the Pꝛo⸗ 
phets did olten perl wade the * 

0 


of a ſinner. 2 


God tarepentaunte. And in this man⸗ 
ner Nathan the Pꝛophet began with 
Dauid, whemere 204 2 —— 


reſerued koꝛ him. In Mata a man 
ſhouldch#flyregardetheſe: ten kinde 
of benefites that enſue : that is, the be⸗ 
neſite of creation, of conſeruation of 
redemption, of: baptiſme,of N 
diuine inſpiration, of pzeſeruatis from 
euyl, of the :@acrawentes, al neculier 
gr ace and pe huate pꝛerogatines Winch 
he hath tecepus daf bis Mauiour, And 
latly.of tbe glaꝝ tubiche he erpeceth 
hereafter to haue. And perficalerly 
let him fire him ſelfe vpon the benefife 
of vocation; 2 is 55 that God 
ey taked-ſo-long. fo; his conuerſion, 

d and ſuppo2ted. his 


— ſoct es of nine, 


ding patience. 

ſcues gadiy motions and Ni 
rations in the very midſt of his pou 
ir lſe,thereby to 1 TR im * 
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his iniquities, and: to Cirre him to re⸗ 
pentante. 24 5 

Weyghing ith"oqual/balance 
this wonderful liberalitie and benigni⸗ 
tie ol dur Sauiour on the one ſide, and 
on the other our ſtubboznes; ingrati⸗ 
tude, rebellion, and abhominations com 
mitted aga vnſt ſo mertptul and boun⸗ 
teous a benefactoz, who will not be a⸗ 
baſhed and appalled thereat 4 who wyl 
not — — whole epes will 
not vtelde ſtreames of teares : whoſe 
harte and intraiis wil not be conſumed 
in ſighes? who wil not call al creatures 
to reuenge and to wzecke their wꝛath 
vppon à captife ſo ingratetul and re⸗ 
beliwus, 


* 33 dey „ 


N he Argument. 

In che 45 conlideration 2 Chn⸗- 
ſtian shoulde conſider the c t and 
iniutie he hath done to God by: his of- 
fences: eſteeming more and preferring 
earthly Galle before we Lend Ma- 


jeſtie. 


Pr 


A 2 Feud that ſo ofteas we offende,the 
iudgement and pzaciſc thereof nothe 
ſtill paſſe — hartes, weakeneth 
the vnderſtanding, and dimmeth the 
light of reaſon, whereby ws baniſhe 
all feare of tranſgreſlion, no: we 15 | 
not the weighte of fynne,:whbiche if 
it were ſet diametrically in che one 
part befo2e the intereſt of ſinne, which 
is ſome delight,oz gayne, 02 ſteppe ol 
dignitie, oz ſuche lpke, and on the o⸗ 
ther parte the diſpleaſure of God, wher- 
by = leeſe vtterlye God him ſelſe, 
who is the toppe of dur felicitie. In 
ſuche ſoꝛte as though God were con⸗ 
teined in one ballance, and the taſte 
afoꝛeſapde in the other, and a man plas 
ted in the middeft;dbliberating and ge⸗ 
uing ſentence which ſhould be reieced, 
deſpiſeth. God-ta eniope that dating 
delight: what greater conte mpt, what 
moe — who? ſo . 
y, 


The Connerfiow 


can there be-offered to thediuine Ma⸗ 
ieſtie of God, than toipzeferre-+ eſteeme 
better of dꝛoſte and fpich, than of Gods 
exceMtencie. Ulherin we muche reſem- 
ble the! Hebꝛewes, when Chꝛiſte and 
Barabas being pꝛeſented betoze them, 
to knowe whiche ſhould be deltnered, 
with one accoꝛde they rather choſe Ba 
rabbas than Chziſte. And this is as 
though we would ſape vnto God, we 
will no moe account ther foꝛ God, 
but we wil adoꝛe and haue foz our God 
and final ende, our owne delightes and 
pꝛoper gapne. Foz he that ſo muche 
regardeth a delight, that he pꝛeferreth 
it bofoꝛe the loue ol God, and eſtempth 
and accounteth it ot greater pꝛice than 
God him ſelfe, aſſaycth to robbe God 
of his. roxal dignitie, who is the pꝛop 
and piller of our beatitude, beſtowing 
it vponſome bꝛikle o2 beaſtlp pleaſure, 
whiche is as though he would berceue 
God of his crowne, and geue it to a 
creature. Nhat thing can be moze hoꝛ⸗ 
rible than this: God commaunded the 
W being . 

that 


- of the minde, 


that they ſhould. kerle this defect , and 
ſhonld' wonder thereat, ſaying by the 
Pꝛophete Jeremie, O pe heanens be 
altonted thereat, and let vour gates 
cracke with ig foz m peo⸗ 


ple haue offended me greeuutiflyafter 


two ſoꝛtes: hey haue foxlaken'me 
the fountayne of the water of Iyfe, ano 
they allay to afſuage theit thirifinftin 
king puddles which can holde no was 
ter. He then that conũdereth bodo ma⸗ 
ny thouſande times he hath done Lats 
God the very fame contempt and iniu⸗ 
rie, what ſhould he not tremble to haue 
rommittedſo greetous crimes? thoald 
he not wilhe that his eyes were tur⸗ 
ned into fountaynes of tear es, to be⸗ 
waple nighte and Day! ſo great eule 
and excess . 15 


=. | The A ; 
Fifthly „ vve ought to conſi Jer rr 
muche God hateth ſinne; and for the 
ſame hovve many men e 


ſundry * greruous « calamities, * 
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The. vij. Chapter. 
„Onſider the — hatred 
that God beareth to ſinne, whi⸗ 
che tan not be ed in 
the vnderſtanding or man, foꝛ that the 
malice of ſinne is conło:mable to the 
maieſtie of the perfon offended;Wher 
foze as the greatneſle and omnipoten⸗ 
cie of God is infinite, ſo allo is the ma · 
lice of ſynne committed agaynſt him, 
And farther, as the bountie of God is 
infinite, ſo he hath an inſtnite hatred 
to wickednefſe, And pet if thou wilte 
knowe this geare moꝛe clearelp, and 
wilte impꝛint deeper in thy minde the 
hugenes of this hatred, and ther ewith⸗ 
al wilt fire in thy harte the feare of God 
( whiche is the foundation of all our a⸗ 
uayle) marke the dꝛeadfull and bytter 
punihmentes that he hath executed 
agaynſt ſynne, and thereby ſhalte vn⸗ 
derſtande it the better. Theſe pu⸗ 
niſhementes are innumerable, but 
thou mapeſt ſette to the viewe of thy 
conſideration the moſte notable a- 


, monglk them, As was the w: ge 


ts 
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God extended. vppon his cherfeſt An⸗ 
gel, and al dis adherentes: Upon: the 
firſt man, with al his itie: Upon 
the whole woꝛld, by the generst floud: 
Upon the ſiue great cities conſumed 
with fyze and hzimſtone, diſcending 
from heanen ».Upon the two ſonnes of 
Aron, Nadab. and Abin , betauſe they 
would offer vp ſacrifice to God with o⸗ 


ther mens fpze ; Upon Dauid, fog hys 


adultery: pan Saule fox his diſobe- 
diente: Upon Help, foꝛ not chaſtening 
his childꝛen: Upon Anania and Þa- 
phira,foz their auarice: Apen Nabu- 
chodonezer, foz-his pꝛide : Apon Bie⸗ 
ruſalem, Babylon, and Pimiue, and 
other Cities, whiche foz their diners 


offences were vtter ly deſtroped and 


lefte deſolate. Couſider alſo the fterte⸗ 
neile of hell fyꝛe, and the tozmentes 
foz the reuenge of ſinne ; che ſatiſ⸗ 
faction / and - puniſhmente that hys 
ſonne was fo2ced ta endure, befoze he 
coulde cure the gupite and griefe cf 


ſynne, which is mos e terrible than all 
wor ebb  * the 
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the reſt, foꝛ the woꝛthyneſle of the per⸗ 
ſon, vpon whom it was erecuted; Cne- 
ry one of theſe puniſhmentes, if it be 
fcanned aduiſedly with his due circum⸗ 
ſtances, ſhall muche auaple to aduiſe 
vs of the-dzeadful ſeueritie of Gods iu⸗ 
ſtice, and the moꝛtal hatred he beareth 
to inne, luhereby map be dꝛiuen into 
dur hartes the dzead of Godzand dolour 
of inne. 

He therfo2e that conſidereth howe oft 
be hath incurred this ſo hapnous indig⸗ 
nation of God, ſhal it not be requiſite 
that he ſhꝛinke vnd ſhener thereaf,and 
that he wiſhe fo2 a ſea of ſo2zowfull 
ſobbes and teares, to quenche therwith 
the kurie and flame of Gods hideous 
hatred enkindled agapnſt him. A man 
therfoze meditating in his minde with 
a vehement paſſion of dole, that the 
micghtie Lozde of hoſtes wyl lay vpon 
him all the plagues befoze mentioned, 
02 at the leaſt ſome parte of them: let 
him merkelp pꝛoſtrate him ſelle befoze 
the pꝛeſence of God, and being true⸗ 
ty humbled in the very botome * = 

arte, 


of the minde. 
harte,ſay he thus. 
* CA Prayer: ad 


OHupzeme Creatoz of all things, 
reckoning in the ſecrete'rerozdes 
of my minde, my greeuous gupit com⸗ 
mitted agaynſt thy diuine maieſtie, do 
meruaple at my folly, vea at my mad- 
nes, wayghing howe benigne t migh- 
tie a patron J haue abandoned. J ac⸗ 
cuſe and curſe” my ingratitude, ſ&ing 
that from ſuch libertie, am come to ſo 
wꝛetched thꝛaldome: J know not what 
to expect oz hope foz, but hel, death, and 
deſperation, Foz the iuſtice whiche J 
can not ſhunne, doth gall and crulhe 
my conſtience: pet remembꝛing con⸗ 
trariwiſe thy infinite mercp and cle⸗ 
mencie, which by the teſtimonie of thy 
P2ophet,ercelleth al other wozkes,and 
by the which in a certayne maner thou 
maſtereſt thy ſelfe, ſodenly a toyfull 
ſparke of hope doth recreate my (oz? 


afflicted ſoule. oꝛ why ſhould J diſ⸗ 


papꝛe to obtayne pardon of: him, who 


by his pzophetes doth ſo ofte inuite rs 
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ners fo repentance, ſaying, J withe 
not the death of a ſynner , but rather 

his conuerſion and lyfe. And thy one- 
ly.begotten ſonne by many. Parables 
bath-manyfefted vnto vs, howe ready 
thy remiſlion is to all true penitentes. 
Thts he ſhewed by the Jewell whiche 
was loſte and founde agapne: by the 
pꝛodigall ſonne, whoſe perfect image A 
acknowledge to be in my lelfe, Foz he 
J am which haue wꝛongkull y renoun⸗ 
ced ther my moſte affectioned father, 
and he that waſted his wealth riotou⸗ 
touſly ; and folowing the purſuites of 
my ficlhly deſires, haue fled from the 
pleaſant path of thy commandements, 
and haue fallen into the beaſtly bon- 
dage of ſynne, and conſequently haue 
bene opp2eſſed with extreame diſtreſſe 
and myſerie. From whence J knowe 
not who can reſtoꝛe me home agayne, 
but he onely from whom J haue re⸗ 
uolted. Swerte Sauiour, let thy mer⸗ 
ty reteiue the man that humbly pꝛar⸗ 
eth pardon, whom thou hat graciouſly 
. euen tyll this howze. But W 
cauſe 


of the minde. 


catſe this is not due tomy merites, in 
ſteve of them J offer vnto ther all the 
trauaples and deſertes af thy dearely 
beloued ſanne, and all the ſaꝛo we and 
tozmentes that he hath ſuffered fo2 me. 
Therefoze moſte mercytul father, foz 
the keruent loue and petiticng of thy 
deare ſonne, foꝛgeue the faultes of thy 
diſlopall vaſſall, regarde the noble ſa- 
triſice offered by thy ſonne, and race 
out of thy remembzaynce the diſcbe- 
diente of thy jewde ſernaunt. Foz the 
raunſome that he hath payde-fo2 my de⸗ 
livery,ſurpaſſeth farre auy my dehits 02 
treſpalſes whatſoeuer. Ob that it 
would pleaſe thee to put into a papꝛe ot 
balance my lewdnes + thp liberalitie, 
my wirkednes and thy woundes, no 
doubt the peiſe of them wonld be moꝛe 
weightie a great deale. Fo2 what guilt 
can be ſo grenous , foz whiche ſuche 


ſo zrowe can not ſatiſſie ſaffictently ? 


whiche tan not be waſhed away with 
ſuche atfliction, with ſo many feares, 
and with fache obedience and humi⸗ 
litie, with ſuche innincible 3 
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and aboue al; with ſuche immeſurable 
loue? Mhat crime can be ſoenozmons, 
which map not be cleanſed with that 
bloudy ſ meat, vea whole flouds of blod? 
What ſinne is there ſo exetrable, whi⸗ 
che is not cured by Chꝛiſtes death? Dh 
heauenly Father, J offer here vnto thee 
the ſelfeſame my Sautour and Redee- 
mer, Jeſus Chzilte thy ſonne beloued 
molte tenderly, Mis ſharpe ſozowes, 
his agonies tncomp2ehenſible., the 
which thou knoweſt exactly to be ſuffe- 
red foz my defects, and in ſteade of the 
contrition which J ought to haue foz 
them, J offer vnto ther his bloudp wet, 
in ſteade of my teares which J can not 
chedde becauſe of the adamantical hard⸗ 
nefſe of my hart, J offer vnto the his 
humble and feruent pꝛapers, foꝛ all my 
ilouthes and negligences. Foz ende, 
J offer vnto ther alt his lothſome la⸗ 
bours, and vertuous exerciſes; his au⸗ 
tere life, and al that he hath wꝛought 
therein, and the bytter tozmentes that 
he did abyde, together with all the pꝛay⸗ 
ſes of the ſuper nal ſpirits, 2 
0 


of the minde. 
of al martyꝛs and ſaintes, as a wozthy 
ſacrifice of thy diuine glozp, fo: all the 
iniquities wherewith my whole lyfe J 
haue offended: thee , and koz the god 
things which J haue omitted and lefte 
vndone. Mhich liueſt aum mugnött wwe 
rm euer. Amen. 
The Argument... 1 
In delten conſideration, a man chould 
thinke vpon death, the laſt judgement, 
and:hel cs. And hovvgrecuovs vvill 
be the ſeparation: of the ſoule from the 
body;by meancs of death, vvhich by rea- 
ſon of diuers accidentes occurring then 
togethers'the very receipt — N 
ne, anxieties. 
2 D theſe —— 
A adde other the, aut of Sara- 
6 6 ſi nus of Fermus, that is, death 
indgement, and the paynes 
of hel, whith are a very necefſarie aps 
pendix ta alt that we haue treated of 
befoꝛe. The ſame dogo2telleth vs, that 


to hun that is newly cõuerted, nothing 
Barter! is 
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is moꝛe behoneful and requiſite, than 
the meditation of death, both foz that 
it repelleth vayne delightes, as alſo be⸗ 
cauſe the pꝛactiſe thereof is ot ſuche fa⸗ 
cilitie, as the whiche we daylp viewe 
with our eyes, and fele with our han⸗ 
des: pea, we may rather ſay that our 
ſureſt poztion is with death, and that 
we dye continnallp, hauing a body ſo 
tozruptible, that euer houre-altereth 
and chaungeth his ſhape, and neuer 
reſteth in one eſtate. Like vnto a rp⸗ 
uer that paſſeth with a furious t bead- 
long courſe, whereof no parte tan be 
marked thꝛoghly: foꝛ it running ſwikt⸗ 
ly whpleſt ye note one wane, ſtraight 
it is not the ſame that pe loked vpon 
befoze, but is turned into another. Pas 
ny deudut conſiderations may be had 
concerning death, which the matter it 
ſelfe peeldeth ſufficientip to him that 
aduiſedly deliberateth herevpon. Ok 
which minding to collect a fewe, J do 
affirme, that if thou intende to-refozme 
thy life, wh? thou riſeſt in the moꝛning 
perſwade thy ſelle ſo muche as thou 

mapeſt, 


vncertapne, ought 
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mapeſt, that the ſame wil be the laſte 
day of thy life, and diſpoſe of thy ſoule 


and wozlbly.affayzes,in ſache ſoꝛte, as 
though in very derde thou ſhouldeſt not 


liue one hoe longer, and thinke.not. 


that thou deceyuelt thy ſelle in ſo dw⸗ 


ing, foz if death may attache this euern 


day, thou ſhouldeſt lik ewiſe ; dariy at⸗ 
tende his comming. And further g far 


vnto ther that no one 


day of thx life ſhal 
pale without many negligences;vn- 


leſſe thou doeſt enſoꝛce 


lene that euery ol them is the laſte al 


thy life. Thinke alſo vpon ths; v2eadfyl. 
ſtroke of death, which becauſe it is ſo 


tinually: And tonſider to hows ma⸗ 
ny perilles of death we are ſubteced, 
and thou ſhalt finde that innu⸗ 
merable, aſwell within the body as 
without, in @/muche that il thouloke 
warely about thie, thou ſhalt perte vue 
death to be paynted in euer y place, 

and buſineſſe. Ahinke alſo what pzel- 
ſures and agonies ſhall 1 thee 


at the poynte of death, - - + To 


to be feared ton⸗ 
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eufideration it ſhal aſſiſt thee 
— hp dre a man dp⸗ 
ing. Parks the accide * 
full paſiongof that bourechowe dis — 
dy tyeth foꝛſaken af naturatheate, — 
ſentes without fozce. — prin 
though it were a hery ſtone, the e — 
mities and vttermoſt partes ware co 5 
the fact is turned inta the — 
————ů—ů— 
the mouth full of — — — 
den ide nerke "An 232 — 


and is ream to burſt 
—— the lippes — 
— — ame dumme, Fin 


be⸗ 
Ip, al thebodydigoluing ers 
a th man — — 


rcepumg 4 
's AY 


bedde, 


of the minde. 
'bedd, whoſe pzeſence ſhal augment the 
griete of thy departure. Dhowe dzead- 

—_ paration be, wher welth 


the? yea thou ſhalt leaue them with 
ltkel vehement ſmart, as thou —_ 
| 7 


N ens I eee 


thy ſenſual delightes, 
entles ——— k 


ndwing thy elle 
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be purſued and hedged in,al thaf is paſ- 
ſed ſhal ſeme vnto thee as the twinks 
ling of an epe, and ſhalt know the time 
to come to be infinite. Then mayeſt 
thou wel ſay with the P:ophet, The 
dolours and dangers of death hath in- 
cloſed me rounde about , and the fu- 
ry of hell hath aſſaulted me. By this 
minding and meditation of death thou 
ſhalt acquire many great commodities. 
Firſt, thou ſhalt be ſtirred and incenſed 
to the ſeruice of God, the feare of whom 
ts the foundation of wiſedome, and be- 
ginning of true bliſſe, Endenour there- 
fo:e ſo to arme and addꝛeſſe thy ſelfe at 
all poynts that thou be not vanquiſhed 
by ſinne. Farther, ſhalt vie we thine 
owne wzetchedneſle and inürmities, 
whiche wyll ſerue as a coꝛzie to qua⸗ 
lifie the ſwelling rancoz of pꝛide, and 
to eſtabliſhe humilitie, the very quene 
and guypde of all other vertues. And 
Halt eaſily reiec hatefull auarice and 
greedy gaping fo2 earthly vanities. 
Foz the memozy of death cauſeth ther 
to knowe that none of theſe thinges 

can 


of the minde. 


can be called thine which thou canſt 
not cary with the out of this wozlde, 
And thou continuing in this exerciſe, 
bnwares thy dꝛead ſhal be turned into 
deſire, and death ſhal not ſeeme ſo ter⸗ 


rible vnto thæ, foz that it depzineth 


thee of thy tempozal life, as delightfull 
and acceptable, becauſe it giueth ende 
to ſo many grefes and miſeries, and 
geueth enteraunce to life and light e⸗ 
ternal. And thou ſhalt perceyue howe 
little cauſe thou haddeſt to complapne, 
o2 to be ſozy, weighing that whyleſk 


thy body doth periſhe and conſume in 


the graue, thy ſoule lyueth bliſefully 

in heauen, with a firme belefe to riſe 

again at the laſt day to life euerlaſting. 
he Argument, 

In the Nala confideration ought to 
be premeditated hovve ſeuere and rigo- 
rous 's Chriſt vvill be at the day of iudge- 
ment: for that his countenaunce vvyll 
then declare to the vyicked beholders 
nothing els but furious vvrath and re- 
ucnge, vvhich none can eſcape, for there 


wulte be geuen vp an exact account of 


1.9. all 
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al thinges done and thought of in this 
vvorlde, 


The. ix. Chapiter. 


Che man pꝛoueth and per- 

| cevneth in him ſelfe by often 
experience, that his vnder- 
—=—ſtanding, by the appzehen- 
ſfon of ſome feareful obiec o2 weightie 
conſideration, retireth and concheth 
cloſely within it ſelfe, and foz that in- 
tant repelleth eaſily al other ydle ima⸗ 
ginations. Foz which cauſe it is moſte 
p2ofttable counſaple, that a ſynner at 
his firſf conuerſion exerciſe himſelfe ſe⸗ 
riouſly tn ſuche cogitations, foz that by 
this meanes peeniſhe fanſies, ſometime 
thꝛough dꝛead, ſometime thꝛough won- 
der, wil be epther bzydled oz baniſhed 
quite. It the memozy of death, as is a- 
fozeſayde,hath ſuch fo2ce to cut off, and 
fo reſtrayne our vayne and vagrant 
thoughtes: howe muche moze may this 
be done by the rememb2aunce of that 
which inſueth after death immediafly, 
whiche is Gods iudgement, and the 
paynes of hel? By which meditat: _ 


of the minde, 


if thou offen thinke vpon them, ſhall be 
b:ought to paſſe that whiche Eccleũa⸗ 
ſtick affirmeth, Remember thy dayes, 
(whereby he meaneth that which then 


ſhal happen vnto the) and thou ſhalt 


neuer do amiſſe. S. Hierome not with- 


out iult cauſe ſayd, Whether J eate 2 


dzinke, me thinkes ſtill J heare the 
ſound of the trumpet buzzing in my 
eares,Ariſe from death , and come fo 
your iudgement. Which howe terrible 
it hal be can not be imagined , ſith all 
other terrours o2 tragidies whatſoener 


in compariſon of this is nothing at all. 


Many times God hath manyfeſted his 
iudgementes in this woꝛlde, as when 
he dzowned the wozld with the great 
floud: when he burned Sodome and 
the cities adioyning: when he ſtroke 
Egypt with dynersdzeadfall plagues : 
when he made the earth to open in the 
deſert to ſwallow bp ſinners : al which 
iudgementes,beeing compared fo that 
general iudgement which ſhal be exer⸗ 
ciſed in the laſt day, are but ſhadowes, 
but ſhewes, and * ol the n 

ty, 
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If then thou deſire to come to thy ſelfe, 
and to gather thy witts together with 
the remembꝛaunce of this, repꝛeſent 
fo thy imagination the terriblenes of 
Chꝛiſte thy iudge, whoſe countenance 
ſhal declare nothing els but rigour 
and reuenge, as at the firſt comming 
he ſhewed mildneſſe altogether. From 
whom thou canſt not appeale to any o⸗ 
ther, becauſe he is ſupꝛeme Judge: nei⸗ 
ther canſt thou auopde his furie, bi⸗ 
cauſe he is moſt puiſſant: and foꝛ that 
he is the very fountayne and God of 
Knowledge, nothing can be concea- 
led from him. And becauſe he hateth 
iniquitie out of meaſure , he wyll not 
ſuffer any ſinne to bee bnrevenged. 
There thou muſte be acconntable of 
al thy tranſareſſions, debtes, and treſ- 
paſſes, whereof if the leaſt be inough 
to put the in extreme danger and pers 
plexitie, who can make ſatiſfaction 
fo2 ſo many debtes and arrerages, as 
ſhall be exaced at thy handes? Then 
thou ſhalt be examined howe thou haſt 
beſtowed thy time, howe thou — 
02090 
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ozdered thy body, howe thou haſte go⸗ 
uerned thy ſences, and howe thou haſt 
gupded thy harte, howe thou haſt an- 
ſwered to the diuine inſpirations, how 
thou haſte acknowledged ſo many cur⸗ 
telics, In the whiche accuſafton thou 
thalt be conuinced with ſo many wit- 
neſſes,as are the creatures which thou 
haſt abuſed by ſinne, which then wil be 
ſo ſtirred to reuenge the wꝛong done 
vnto their creatoz, that if it were poſ⸗ 
ſible thoſe which are immoꝛztal would 


dye with feare, Fo2 it ſhal be a hozrour 


ineſtimable, to (& the wozlde al on fire, 
the buyldinges and pzincely pallaces 


ouerthzowen and tozne in peeces, the 


earth to tremble: to viewe the ele- 
mentes to chaunge their courſe, the 
Dunne fo be darkened, the Mone and 
Starres to leeſe their light: fo be⸗ 
holde the death and deſtruction of all 
creatures: the open gaping ot graues: 
fo heare the voyce of the ferrible 
trumpe, and woful waylinges of na- 
tions: to marke the diſcouering of 
conſciences: to regarde the mon⸗ 

L. iii. ſtrous 
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frons defoꝛmed denils, and the inker⸗ 
nall furnace ſparkling- with furious 
flakes, But of all other thinges ſhal be 
moſt terrible to loke vpon the victozi⸗ 
ous flagge of the croſſe, clittering in the 
ay2e, with all the enſignes of the glo⸗ 
rious paſſion of our Sauiour: To ſe 
the Judge to charge his enimies foz the 
making fruſtrate, pea the reitteration 
of ſo many tozmentes as he hath ſuffe- 
red foꝛ their redemption. Who might 
moꝛe eaſily endure the ſmarte of hell 
paynes,than to ſe them ſelues ſo accu- 
ſed and accurſed of the Lo2d of bountie 
and curteſie, and fo be expelled from 
his pꝛeſence to perpetual puniſhment. 


TThe Argument. 

In the eyght conſideration vve ought to 
premeditate vpon the intollerable ter- 
rour of hel paynes, vvhich shall be per- 
petuall, But of al thoſe tormentes the 
molt grecuous is the loſſe and lacke of 
Gods chearefull countenance vvithout 
any hope for euer to gayne it agayne. 


The 


of the minde, 


(The.x.Chapter, 
Ut it may ſo chaunce, tha 
10 mauger thy might, foz all 


: theſe conſiderations , ypdle 
—— thoughtes will not fozſake 
the,though it muſt needes be a ſounde 
llepe anda very dzowzy dzeame, that 
wil not be awaked with ſuche incita⸗ 
tions. Pet thou mult not be diſcomfoz- 
fed, but howe muche moze ditficultes 


da ariſe, ſo muche the moze ſfoutly 


thou ſhouldeſt ſtriue to atchiefe thy en- 
terp2iſe, Aſſay then whether the ſearch 
of hel paynes will be moze behouefull 
vnto the, cocerning which, two things 
are chiefly to be noted, that is, the ve⸗ 
hemencie of their ſmart, and the fime 
of their continuance, The leaſt of theſe 
is able fo molliſie the moſte ſtubboꝛne 
and ſtony harte of the woꝛlde: but he 
whiche is not moued neyther with the 
one noꝛ with the other, is eyther dead 
in his ſoule, oꝛ els bel&eucth not that 
whiche the Chꝛiſtian fayth ſheweth. 
Foz though the greatneſſe of hell fo2- 
ments can not be imagined noz W 
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ſed, yet that little whiche may be knos 
wen thereof is ſuffictent to ſcalde and 
conſume-thy harte within thee , with 
the onelp remembꝛaunte thereof. Pꝛo⸗ 
pone nowe fo the viewe of thy vnders 
ſtanding the generalitie of the payne, 
which they that be fozmented are dꝛp⸗ 
uen to thinke vpon. Foꝛ the wyll can 
wiſhe fo2 nothing els but wickedneſſe: 
the memoꝛie can thinke vpon nought 
cis but miſerie, foʒ remembzing their 
pleaſures paſſed they augment there⸗ 
by their arcefe and calamitie : The 
eyes ſhall ſe nothing els but hideous 
monſters: The eares ſhall heare no⸗ 
thing but howling and weeping: the 
touching ſhall fele nought but fy2e, 
froſte , and ſerpentes: the taſte ſhall 
haue no ſent but ſtenche and grefe : 
the imagination ſhall be filled with 
w2:ath and woe. Foz all the cayls 
that maye be imagined ſhall ſodenly 
ruſhe vppon them, and all recreation 
that can be deſired, ſhal be none and 
vaniſhe away vnwares. 

Theſe are pinching papnes, ar 
eſſe 
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lefſe noyſome is the ſocietie and com- 
panye-of the condemned crewe, the 
wo2me whiche neaer dyeth, the con- 
tinual and darke night. And moze than 
all the reſt, is the ſoꝛrowe to haue loſt 
God, without all hope to haue him a- 
gapne foz euer. Mhiche greefe ſur⸗ 
mounteth thoſe ſenſible ſmartes, as 
the diuine beautie is moꝛe infinite and 
excellent then al the bzutiſhe defozmt- 
fie and barbarous ty2zannie of hel. 
To theſe conſiderations adiopne pet 
the perpetuitie of their continuance, 
and howe to the condemned carcaſſes 
ſhoulde be no ſmall crumbe of conſo⸗ 
lation, to hope that after thouſandes 
of peares mighte be leſſoned one thou⸗ 
ſande parte of their puniſhmentes: 
oꝛ that they would ceaſſe when the Oc⸗ 
cean ſea ſhoulde be d2yed vp, by ta- 
king from thence euery thouſande 
pere one dꝛop of water, And that they 
might be releaſed after ſo long and vn⸗ 
meaſurable a time. It thou deliberate 
and ponder heerevpon aduiſedly, thou 
alte bee abaſhed in thy a 
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filled with moſt tuff feare. It thon ac⸗ 
cuſtome thy ſelfe to ſache exerciſes, and 
doeſt perſeuer therein, in ſhozt ſpace 
thou ſhalt become a newe man, foz by 
theſe meditations thy minde ſhal be 
b2ought to deſpiſe the wozld,to ſhunne 
ſinne, to feare theſe paynes,and to loue 
vertue. And though at the beginning 
thou be appalled and affrighted vehe- 
mently,yet haue patience a whyle, fo 

thy colde feare ſhal be qualified and 

tempered with the heate of lone, 
as the black night is turned 
by little and little into 
the bꝛighte ſhy- 
ll 2 - 


